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Ahurried glance at some of the more compact lesson- 
helps in The Sunday School Times is not exactly study 
preparation for teaching. The paper has not become 
as serviceable as it might to you unless you are mak- 
ing ample. weekday use of it through the general 
reading it-provides, and through the carefully chosen 
announcements of advertisers who can meet satisfac- 
torily some of your material needs in home and school. 
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To-Day 
By Thomas Curtis Clark 


O-DAY, an hour of passing smiles and tears? 
To-day? It holds the destinies of years! 
Kingdoms shall pass, 
Worlds fade as grass, 
Yet shall abide the fruitage of To-day. 


To-day, you say, a moment’s fleeting breath ? 
To-day shall live when suns have plunged to death! 
Kingdoms shall pass, 
Worlds fade as grass, 
Yet shall abide the fruitage of To-day. 


To-day, you say, a meteor in the night ? 

To-day shall stand when stars have lost their light! 
Kingdoms shall pass, 
Worlds fade as grass, 

Yet shall abide the fruitage of To-day. 








Obedience Through Faith 


No one but God can keep the law of God. Yet 
it is ovr duty to keep that law. This means that we 
can obey God's. law only as we let Christ, who is God, 
enter into us and enable us to keep it by keeping it 
himself within us. In other words, we must let Christ 
do in us what we can pot do ourselves, It is as 
though a doctor gave a sick patient orders to do 
something that the patient could not possibly do ; but 
with the orders the doctor gives the patient instruc- 
tions for a certain treatment that will result in enough 
strength to carry out all that is ordered. The first 
thing the sick man must do is to trust the doctor : 
commit himself into the doctor's keeping, in order 
that he may receive the strength to do what the doctor 
lays upon him. So wecan obey Christ only as We 
trust Christ. Paul speaks of ‘‘the obedience of 


faith.’” It is faith that makes obedience possible ; 
faith opens our life to the receiving of a Life and 
Power, even a Person who alone can do the obeying 
which God requires. The hymn ‘Trust and Obey"’ 
puts the matter in the right order, We must trust Zo 


obey. 
y amt 
When the Cleansing Power Begins 


Noticeable losses are sometimes the first evidence 
of the coming of God's power into a life or an insti- 
tution, At the time of the great revival in Wales it 
is said that two ministers were talking together some- 
what as follows : ‘* Has the revival reached you yet ?"’ 
asked one. ‘‘ Yes,’’ was the answer. ‘* How many 
additions ?’’ ‘*No additions yet, but, blessed be 
God! some subtractions,’’ was the fervent rejoinder. 
As in a church, so in the individual life : God's 
power to bless us by subtracting from our lives the 
things that ought to go is a cause for thanksgiving 
indeed. And only when we are willing to let any- 
thing and everything go as He may direct can God 
carry on his empowering work in us to the full, 


ax 
Through the Telephone 


Telephones test our courtesy and our consecra- 
tion perhaps more than any other device of civiliza- 
tion. And they not only test us, but they tempt us. 
We are tempted to be rude to a stranger over the 
telephone in a way that we would not dream of in a 
face-to-face conversation with any one. The opening 
sentence over, the” phone is one of the testing times. 
How often we hear, or speak, a sharp word the first 
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moment the connection is made,—the ‘‘reason’’ 
being that there has been a delay or an annoyance of 
some kind in getting the connection. ‘* Who is 
that ?’’ comes or goes stinging over the wire ; yet we 
would not think of speaking that way to a person just 
entering the room. It will help us if we school our- 
selves into using the telephone invariably as though 
the person we are talking to were present ‘in person, 
When the shafts of telephone impatience come 
sharply out of the instrument into our ear, then is our 
opportunity to show quietness and love and courtesy 
in an unruffled response. To bring Christ and the 
telephone close together,—-what a new chapter in our 
everyday life this would open ! 


XH“ 
Selfish Self-denial 


There is only one form of self-denial that honors 
God; and there are many forms of self-denial that 
dishonor God, ‘‘It is possible,’’ says Dr. Campbell 
Morgan, ‘‘so to practise self-denial as to increase the 
strength of self.’’ The self-denial, for example, of 
the prize-fighter, who becomes a total abstainer from 
alcohol, and tobacco, and evil physical habits gen- 
erally, in order that he may successfully assert his 
fighting superiority over all comers, adds no whit to 
his moral character but rather increases that sinful 
self-esteem which is natural to all of us. In more 
refined ways we are all likely to minister to self by 
denying things to self. ‘*Which things,’’ said Paul, 
‘«have indeed a show of wisdom in will-worship, and 
humility, and severity to the body; but are not of 
any value against the indulgence of the flesh.'’ Real 
self-denial begins when we let Christ put self to death, 
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Having an Original Experience of Christ 


T WAS said of Thomas Chalmers that he was one 
of the men who had an original experience ot 
Christ. And no one can hear the phrase without 

having his heart leap up and wish that he might have 
that same thing for himself. It also seems to be just 
the thing which Christ would give to every man if he 
had his own way ; and there must be something wrong 
in our way when our experience of Christ has become 
a conventional and uninspiring thing. Up toa certain 
point in his life, Chalmers’ conception of Christ had 
been a conception which had been furnished him by 
some oneelse. There was nothing false about it, but 
it was not the result of any personal experience of Chal- 
mers himself ; hence there was no motive power in it. 

But when we speak of Chalmers’ original experience 
of Christ, we do not mean something that was unique, 
which no other man ever had; for thousands had had 
it. We mean only that at last Chalmers had it for 
himself. It was his own. In his case the change 
from believing in Christ one way to believing in him 
another way seems to have been due largely to the 
reading of two books. After that he rose up and fol- 
lowed Christ in an entirely new way and with wholly 
different results. 

It is this conventional kind of religion which is a tor- 
turing disappointment to many lives. Without very 
much effort or interest we put together a number of 
traits familiar to us as the characteristics of Jesus, and 
that composite picture is apt to be our Christ. Indeed, 
we do not feel quite sure whether the average person 
ought to aspire to very much more ; and so on the one 
hand we hear of Christ's transforming power and what 
he can do, ahd on the other we behold our own and 
other people's familiar and unchanged lives ; and un- 
less something happens our religious life becomes the 
center of our worst disappointment. Christ, ifhe could, 
would give every Christian an experience of which he 
could truly say it is his own. 

In a past number of this paper Sir William M. 





Ramsay has told us how for years he accepted on trust 
that view of Paul which prevailed among the authori- 
ties he looked to, and did not go into the matter for 
himself. Then later, when his own studies turned 
definitely in Paul's direction, he was astonished to find 
that Paul was just the opposite of the kind of person 
his authorities had given him. Thus he had an orig- 
inal éxperience of Paul, not derived from hearsay, but 
from first-hand contact with Paul himself in the only 
documents that reveal him. 

Many a Christian life would be changed from its 
present dubious and hesitating condition if it would 
make the effort for an experience of Christ which should 
be at first-hand. This does not necessitate breaking 
with all tradition and viewing it with suspicion. The 
great Christian ‘‘tradition’’ is true, and it is so full of 
living experiences to attest it that‘it is unworthy of us 
to receive it in a dead, conventional manner. The 
Christian, too, often leaves it to others as long as he 
can to tell him what Christ is, without making an effort 
toward his own acquaintance with him. Very often 
this is due not-to mere laziness but to sincere doubt 
whether we can have or need any realization above 
the common. It seems fitting that some great souls 
should have found Christ in vivid, personal expe- 
riences, as did Paul, or St. Francis, or Wesley, or 
Chalmers ; but we do not realize that Christ covets an 
entrance into every soul which shall be to it just such 
aa awakening and lasting reality as it was to them. 
Yet those men were simply ‘‘firstfruits,’’ not exam- 
ples in which the process was exhausted. Conversion 
does not take great souls, it makes them. Paul would 
have been the first to believe that any man could be as 
good a Christian as he was, yet we sometimes allow 
those men to become our despair, and think that we 
can never hope for an immediate and personal exper- 
ience of Jesus which shall.be as powerful with us as 
theirs was with them. 

In all this chaos of modern Christianity (some one 
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has said that we of this generatien are ‘‘the children 
of chaos'’) it may be that Christ is himself a chief 
force, contending with men aga‘nst their formal con- 
ceptions of him and demanding of them that they 
shall find him a person who is real, and making all 
things fail and disappoint them until they receive him 
personally. Christ is jealous of the systems and cer- 
emonies and conventions which thrust him into the 
position of an official, no matter how full of honor 
those forms may be. Beyond all other service which 
we can render him he welcomes that form of service 
which most allows him to be a real Person and Power 
with us. When sometimes we would choose to serve 
him by some great stroke for his kingdom, he would 
prefer that we should experience him through some 
care or perplexity which we have committed to him as 
a powerful and loving friend. If we are to have an 
original experience of Christ a good many of us will 
have to make it through putting him to the proof over 
some heart-ache which is wearing us out, or some dis- 
ability which is making life's burden too hard to bear. 
It is to be doubted if any one ever had a very personal 
experience of Christ in which gratitude was not, or did 
not become, the main ingredient. 

What many of us need is that Christ should come 
to seem to us an altogether different person from that 
which he seems to us now. Some persons’ faiths have 
grown so thin that Christ is little more than a name to 
them. Many can tell of much that traditionally per- 
tains to his office, but would be at a loss to tell what 
he has done for them. . To all such Christ longs to be- 
come an entirely different person. Christ became 
such to Chalmers, who once thovght of His service as 
such a cut and dried affair that a minister could do all 
that was needed in his parish in two days of the week 
and have the remaining five for his own concerns, 
After his conversion (and his was a conversion within 
Christianity and not from outside) Andrew Fuller 
visited Chalmers and then wrote to him, ‘After part- 
ing with you I was struck with the importance which 
May attach to a single mind receiving an evangelical 

‘impression.’ 

William Conyers, of Helmsley, had gone up and 
down, faithfully but ineffectively, working what he 
knew of Christ for all it was worth but all the time grow- 
ing more disheartened, until one day there was a flash 
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of insight and Christ stepped forth out of all the re- 
spectful conventions, with which Conyers had sur- 
rounded him, and became such resource and. comfort 
that his life and service were all changed. 

The woman at the well was about 'the'last person 
who would seem likely to have an original experience 
of Christ. Burnt out with dreary living, listless and 
lack-lustre as she was, with a vague notion about a 
Messiah which she probably never expected to amount 
to anything in her lite, she found the far-distant Mes- 
siah had become personal, poignant, and a very pres- 
ent help in time of trouble; and the men of Sychar, 
realizing that this unlikely woman had had an original 
experience of Christ, determined that they would have 
it too, 

We all think of these things ; and then we let them 
go. We know that our thoughts of Christ are very 
unsatisfactory, but we dread to go into them boldly 
for fear they may be rendered worse. Many to-day 
who may never give us a sign are inwardly troubled to 
the depths because he who ‘‘they hoped was the one 
to redeem Israel’’ has not done much for them. But 
much may be done in very litile time ; and we could 
not make a more rewarding experiment than to give 
ourselves unreservedly to answering for eussities 
Christ’s own question, ‘‘Who say ye that I am?” 
Men have often let him go undefined. They hesitate 
to make tests for fear of disappointment. They would 
rather not say just what they think of him, but depend 
upon the general atmosphere around them ; but noth- 
ing more changes or braces the general atmosphere 
than a few men and women whose past relation to 
Christ has been an unreality which they could not en- 
dure and who have turned it into a joy and a satisfac- 
tion, If we turn our attention definitely to this ques- 
tion, we may find that our indefinite and conventional 
belief about Christ was something that was cruel to 
our own souls, We need not fear to find him carrying 
on an incessant inquisition into our love, for that 
would be no love, and no love could stand it. 


**Tt shall be 
A Face like my face that receives thee ; a Man like tome, 
Thou shalt love and be loved by, forever: a Hand like 
this hand 
Shall throw open the gates of new life to thee ! 
See the Christ stand.” : 





When Our Loved Ones Are Taken 


How the heart thrills as we read God's promise 
that he is going to bring his own to a place where 
‘¢he shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 
death shall be no more; neither shall there be mourn- 
ing, nor crying, nor pain, any more.’’ We need to 
rest down as little children upon this promise of our 
heavenly Father's when the desolating loss of death 
breaks into our life. And in the meantime, while we 
wait here in bereaved loneliness, what comfort is there 
forus? A heart-broken wife in Illinois voices her cry 
for help in this touching letter : 


Where does the soul go after death? Does it lie asleep un- 
til the Second Coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
or does it join its loved ones in heaven or the place which is 
to be our final dwelling-place through all eternity ? 

. Iam a sad and sore-hearted lonely woman ; my life's be- 

_loved has been taken from me, and the cry of my heart is, 
Where is he? Has he joined the loved ones beyond the grave, 
or does he, not knowing anything that has befallen him, lie 
asleep until the Great Day ? 

He passed away with a smile. Did he see some one he 
knew and loved, perhaps his mother? Does he know how I 
suffer and grieve? No woman could live with such a true 
Christian for over forty years and not be heartbroken and 
lonely. I know there is to be no marrying or giving in mar- 
riage in that other world, but do you believe we shall be per- 
mitted to dwell together and be companions,—we who long so 
for the presence of our loved ones until life is almost a burden? 
Surely God will not separate loving hearts, we who are almost 
dying from heart-hunger to feel the touch of our loved ones 
once more. 

Are there any books that will give stricken hearts comfort ? 
Do please give comfort to my sore heart. Tell me through 
the beloved Sunday School Times your “elief, and you may be 
able to comfort other stricken hearts. 

I have no fears for my dedr husband. He was a servant of 
God, with his heart, his hand, and his means. He stood high 
in the Sunday-school world, in state and county.. He stood for 
righteousness aad righteous living in his own home town, and 
is missed by all. He was my earthly all, and it is hard to live 
without his love and tender counsel. Oh, if he could come 
back for just one minute and say, ‘‘ Do not grieve,"’ how it 
would ease my aching heart ! 

Pray for me that resignation may come to me, that I may 
feel less desolate. 


If we could have one moment's glimpse of what 
must be the present joy of our departed loved ones, 





who are absent from the body and at home with the 
Lord, surely our grief over our own loss would be over- 
whelmed by our gratitude for their unspeakable gain. 
God’s Word has revealed to us that those who die in 
the Lord Jesus go to be with their Lord. Jesus prom- 
ised the dying thief on the cross that that day they 
should be together in Paradise. The Scripture plainly 
teaches consciousness in the joy of fellowship with 
Christ, the word ‘‘asleep’’ manifestly referring only 
to the physical body from which the spirit is now 
absent. At our Lord’s coming the spirits of the 
blessed dead, who have long been in fellowship with 
him in Paradise, are to be clothed upon again by their 
redeemed, glorified resurrection bodies as a fuller 
consummation of blessing that is already theirs. To 
be unconscious in the- meantime would not, as has 
been pointed out, have been called by Paul ‘far 
better’’ than the Christian life in this present world, 
nor would the expression ‘‘ with Christ’’ have been 
used to describe a state of unconsciousness (Phil. 1 : 
23). This desolated wife can indeed rejoice now in 
the assured blessings that God is:lavishing upon her 
best-beloved. 

Our God, who is our heavenly Father, is a reason- 
able and a loving God. He is now doing, and after 
death he will do in an unhindered way, everything 
that his infinite love can devise and accomplish for our 
happiness, If our happiness in the life after this will 
be heightened by the companionship of a loved one 
with whom we have been one in Christ here on the 
earth, does it not seem wholly reasonable to. believe 
that God will give us that companionship? He has 
not directly revealed his will and his plans as to this ; 
but we can safely trust it with him, while believing 
that the precious fellowship of true marriages. in 
Christ may be eternally continued and sealed with 
God's blessing in the life beyond. So of: our recog- 
nition of other loved ones after death. Perhaps one of 
the great surprises of that life will be its naturalness, 
its similarity to the life that we now know. 

A booklet that discusses the question ‘‘ Where Are 
the Dead ?’’ with great ‘suggestiveness: and a.careful 
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consideration of Scripture is written by F. E. Marsh 
and published in England ; it may be had from the 
Christian Alliance Publishing Co., 692 Eighth Ave- 
nue, New York City, at tive cents (London publisher, 
W. G. Wheeler, 51 Paternoster Row, E. C., two 
pence). Whether one agrees with every position of 
the writer of this booklet or not, the general conclu- 
sions are sound. 

It is our Lord Jesus Christ himself whose fellow- 
ship and companionship will, above all else, consti- 
tute the overwhelming joy of heaven for all of us who 
have known him here. And we need not wait until 
then to have such a satisfying, rejoicing fellow- 
ship with Christ that even in the darkest hour of the 
loss of a loved one our hearts shall sing a song that 
can not be quenched. This is better than resigna- 
tion, For our Lord does not want us to have so small 
a blessing in sorrow as mere ‘‘resignation’’ would 
be. The word ‘‘ resignation ’’ does not occur in the 
Bible. We are not told to be resigned; but we ave 
told to ‘‘rejoice always.’’ Our Lord Jesus will, even 
now, so enrich and satisfy our aching hearts with him- 
self, his love, his grace, his sufficiency, if we just ask 
him to do this and let him do it, that we shall be able 
to praise him for the sorrow that has made both him- 
self and a departed loved one dearer to us. A bereaved 
woman wrote to one of the leaders of the Keswick 
Convention last summer a letter testifying to the won- 
derful way in which Christ Jesus had led her out into 
this blessing. See what she says: 

I would like to testify that the blessing Zasis. In 1905 and 
1906 God brought me to Keswick first and changed my whole 
life. Jesus saves always. ‘The last three years have been 
those of special testing. Sickness, sorrow, financial trouble, 
the bpnen, ee ae and day by a loved one,—and then that 
loved one’s Home-going,—the only one I had on earth. Then 
more trial of faith, but through it all He put a new song in my 
mouth, and taught me to praise as never before. And this 
[year’s] Keswick, in saddest circumstances, has been the glad- 
dest. ‘I have him all to myself now,’ and humbly He has me 
all to himself, for | have not one earthly friend left. All the 
doors of outward service are closed by his hand, but he will 
guide ‘‘step by step,’’ clean over Jordan. For very definite 
blessing of healing a broken heart I praise him.,"’ 


Our wonderful Lord Jesus can heal the broken 
heart of the desolated wife in Illinois as he has healed 
this other broken heart. May she come to him in 
quiet, complete faith for the healing that shall bring 
both her Lord and her beloved husband still closer 


to her. 
ae 
Did Jesus Picture the Place of the Dead? 


An ever-present question to the careful Bible 
student is, How far should the words of Scripture be 
understood ‘‘literally’’? A well-known Bible teacher 
has suggested that most of the confusion in under- 
standing difficult passages of the Bible is caused by 
the refusal to take the words in their literal sense. 
That is helpful; but the real question is, What és 
the literal sense? 

Few passages of Scripture illustrate the difficulty 
more clearly than does the parable of our Lord con- 
cerning the rich man and -Lazarus, which is the 
Sunday-school lesson treated in this issue. The 
Times lesson-writers wisely caution against laying 
undue emphasis upon the reference that Jesus makes 
to the unseen world. Our Lord’s chief purpose in 
giving the parable was not to explain what would take 
place on the other side of the grave. But would the 
Master, who knew that other world so well, refer to it 
inaccurately, even in a parable? Would he use in 
his teaching the current popular beliefs about life 
after death if those beliefs were mistaken? 

Lazarus. died and was ‘‘ carried by the angels’’ into 
‘«Abraham’s bosom.’’ These expressions were in 
familiar use among the Jews ; it was the language of 
men attempting to picture spiritual things. When our 
Lord used the expressions, however, he sanctioned 


(Continued on page 288) 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


ATHER in heaven, we want the larger life—that larger 
life which Jesus said he came to bring us. We want 
more life : larger views, ‘higher aims, a wider range of 

experience, a keener sensibility, a deepened tenderness, a 
nobler purpose—and, Lord, more power! Vitalize us to the 
utmost. Make every nerve tingle with life. Pour thyself into 
our shriveled souls until every atrophied cell of our being ex- 
ands and grows. Put into us all of thyself we can bear. 
ven at cost of blundering and inconsistencies, let us be all 
alive. We do not want to be mere well-regulated pigmies. 
We would be men in Christ Jesus, not polished imitations. 
Graciously forbear with incidental disorderliness in us, but 


. $tir us out of spiritual lifelessness and moral flabbiness. Make 


us thy real sons and daughters, sharers in the Great Enterprise, 
even if we are awkward and clumsy from rapid growth. In- 
toxicate us With thy Spirit. 

















rn wh we 4 


oo 2 tat BS tend 


ne 


il 


ll 


Ss 


—~sF eee YY ore (O Ow UN OD OD + ‘SS 


'>iweVwrF ae 


 _* 


7, Oz 



































LESSON FOR MAY 17 (Luke 16 : 14, 15, 19-31) THESUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 279 
i — my 
; rig : ae By 
Baby Ben The remarkable story of the hundre t by An 2 elina W. Wray 
j: J 
wh NEW family is moving into the little brown She stopped. Amazement stared frankly from her “My eye! You're goin’ some, May. But what 


house down the street. Maybe there's a 
baby for your Cradle Roll, Nell,’’ laughed 
Frank Travis. 

‘Oh, really? Did you see a go-cart or a baby 
carriage? I'll call the minute they get settled,’’ and 
Miss Travis’ eyes shone so brightly that her listeners 
shouted with mirth. Nell’s interest in her duties as 
superintendent of the Cradle Roll of the Carson Street 
Sunday-school was a joke to her fun-loving family. 

‘¢ She's always looking out for unattached babies,’’ 
Frank declared. ‘‘ Trolley-cars, trains, parks, streets,’ 
and thoroughfares are her favorite hunting-grounds. 
Rich or poor, black or white, pink or biue, pretty or 
ugly, a baby is a baby to her, and her one question is, 
* Does it belong to any Cradle Roll ?’ "’ 

But Miss Travis’ success was eloquently shown by 
the fact that the Cradle Roll, under her management, 
had grown by leaps and bounds from eighteen to 
ninety-nine, 

‘« And if this new family has a baby, and if I get it, 
it will make one hundred,’’ she mused the day fol- 
lowing her brother's announcement. ‘It's rather 
early to call, but maybe I can help in some way ; and 
some one else may get ahead of me if I wait. I be- 
lieve I'll try it.”’ 

‘« There is a baby !’’ she told herself a few minutes 
later, as she waited on the tiny porch where a small 
go-cart stood in the shadow of some forlorn vines. 

Her ring at the bell met no response. A second 
and third fared no better, and reluctantly she turned to 
depart. But perseverance was one of her chief traits. 

‘¢There must be somebody at home. They only 
moved in yesterday, and the house must be in confu- 
sion. I'll just run around to the back and try again.”* 

The kitchen door stood open. A woman's head 
‘was bowed on the clean pine table. “A woman's sobs 
floated out on the spring air. 

Miss Travis paused irresolutely, then advanced, 
her own heart quivering with sympathy. 

‘« Poor thing ! a stranger here, and evidently she’s 
in great trouble,’’ she thought, then spoke quickly 
and gently. 


ARDON me. I rang several times, but nobody 
answered, so I ventured to slip around to the 
back. I’m a neighbor of yours,—a friend, — 

at least I hope you'll let me be one. My name is 
Travis, —Miss Eleanor Travis. Isn't there something 
I can do to help you, or cheer you up a little ?’’ 

The bowed head remained unlifted. The sobs 
continued, Miss Travis came nearer. She laid one 
slender hand on the heaving shoulder. 

' «*My dear, is any one ill? What is the trouble? 
Please tell me.”’ 

‘*No, there ain’t nobody sick,’’ a muffled voice 
answered despairingly. Then the weeper added with 
‘redoubled woe, ‘‘Oh, I don’t know you, but I don’t 
care, anyway. I’m so tired, and it’s almost time for 
Jim to come. home, and—and—and I can’t find the 
cook-book anywhere !’’ 

The cook-book! Miss Travis restrained her re- 
lieved smile. 

‘*You poor, tired thing! You've been working 
all day, I suppose, and now you're tired and nervous. 
And you wanted to get dinner ready for your husband, 
but you don’t know how—’’ 

«I do well enough with the cook-book.’’ A flushed, 
curious face stared at the little visitor. ‘* But I can’t 
do a’ thing without it, and it's gone! Maybe we left 
it in Chester, where we used to live! It was lovely. 
It told just how long to boil potatoes, and to fry beef- 
steak, and eggs, and everything !”’ 

‘Well, don’t worry. I know how to cook a good 
mapy things, and I'll help you a little.’’ 

And to her own amazement the hostess availed her- 
self of the unexpected aid. 

‘* But how did you ever happen to come to-day ?’ 
she queried, a little later, as her guest was getting 
ready to depart. 

Little Miss Travis sat down in a chair and laughed 
until the tears came into her eyes. 

*« My dear, I guess this is the first time I ever for- 
got my Cradle Roll. You seé, I thought you had a 
baby, and I wanted to get it so Pr d have one hundred. 
I have just ninety-nine now—" oe 


listener's eyes. 

‘*Why, I have a baby; but what on earth do you 
want of him? And why should you want one hun- 
dred when you have ninety-nine already? I often 
think one is entirely too many. Do you—do you 
have a children’s home, or something of that kind ? 
Well, I wouldn't give Baby Ben away, and Jim wouldn't, 
nuther,’’ 

‘*T haven't a children’s home, I have a Cradle 
Roll. It's for the Carson Street Church, you know. 
I'm superintendent of that department. Does your 
baby belong to any Cradle Roll?’’ . 

*«I don’t know what aCradle Roll is, but he doesn’t 
belong to any church, if that's what you mean. Me 
an’ Jim ain’t church-goers at all, And as for the 
baby, —land sakes! he’s too little to belong to any- 
thing yet. Come in the bedroom here an’ I'll let you 
see him. He's asleep, the little rascal !’’ 


HEY tiptoed into the small bedroom, On the little 
white crib in one corner lay Baby Ben. In one 
hand he held a crust of bread liberally spread 

with molasses. His round, pink cheeks were sticky. 
His smiling red mouth was sticky, too. The plump- 
est, roundest, sleepiest, happiest little atom of human- 
ity he seemed, and while the watchers gazed, he put 
out a wee pink tongue and blissfully licked lips and 
chin, ‘‘for all the world like a cute little kitten,’’ as 
Miss Travis told her mother afterward in rehearsing 
the story of the day's doings. 

‘*The darling! Oh, isn't he dear? How old is he?’’ 

‘Seven months,’’ proudly. 

And then Miss Travis explained the Cradle Roll 
department patiently and carefully, and went home at 
the end of another half-hour—victorious. 

**Did you get Number One Hundred?’’ her 
brother queried, laughingly, at the dinner-table that 
evening. 

‘‘I did,’’ was the brief but triumphant answer ; 
but to her mother. Miss Travis unburdened herself 
more fully in reply to the latter’s questions, 

‘* Well, what is the baby’s name?”’ 

‘*His name is Ben, -—-Benjamin Butler Bennett. 
Mother, he’s the dearest baby! I think,—I almost 
think he’s a little the cunningest in the whole crowd.”’ 

‘*And his mother? What did you think of her, 
Nell? Was she worthy the honor of having this re- 
markable infant ?’’ 

‘*H-m, Oh, she’s very nice. She isn’ t,—well, 
she has to do all her own work because they're poor 
folk, you know; but she hasn't an apron to cover her 
clothes!” And she wore a blue silk skirt and a green 
silk waist, although she’d been working hard all day. 
And she had more gilt pins in her hair than anybody 
could very well count. She's just—well, she’s just— 
ignorant, But Baby Ben is a perfect darling !’’ 

Mrs, Bennett, left alone after her visitor's depart- 
ure, ruthlessly woke Baby Ben, washed his round rosy 
face and dimpled hands, dressed him in a clean, much- 
furbelowed slip, and awaited her husband’s coming 
with calm satisfaction, 

The latter, arriving tired and warm, seemed some- 
what unable to credit the evidence of his senses. 


ELLO, kiddoes !"’ he exclaimed. ‘Seems to 
me you look-kind o’ festive, don’t you? An’ 
you’ ve got a cooked supper, ain’t you, May? 

Smells mighty good. Say! I’m afraid you've been 
killin’ yourself, workin’ so hard. Say ! do you know, 
I believe we're goin’ to like this place pretty well! 
Feels like home, somehow.’’ 

‘* We've had company,’’ May informed him. ‘I 
was feelin’ perfectly awful; all down an’ out, you 
know, an’ I set there by the table a-cryin’ away to 
beat the band, when all at once that door opened, an’ 
in come the queerest party! She was dressed in a 
kinder pale gray that didn’t make no fuss nur rattle. 
I never dreamt it was silk till I happened to put my 
finger’ on it. An’ she rolled up her sleeves, an’ 
pinned a towel around her waist, an’ went right 
straight to work an’ helped me git supper.’’ 

‘*Land alive! She must hev been a crack-a-jack ! 
Was she huntin’ a job ?”’ 


** Nop’ that’s the funniest part of it. She was 


huntin’ babies... She wants-’em: for :-a church, you 
know, n’, Jim; I don’t know whether you'll mind 
“‘ornot. -But [det her-pat down: Baby Ben's name.'’ 


in the name o’ goodness‘could she want with that size 
kid ?"’ 

‘Well, she left what she called an application 
blank, so you could read an’ understand it, she said. 
Here 'tis.”’ May hesitated a moment and then went 
on a little diffidently. ‘*She talked real nice. Said 
she s’ posed we wanted the baby to be God's little boy 
as well as ours, an’ to grow up to be a good man. 
An’ she said it was safer when they start right. Our 
family never took no stock in preachers nur churches, 
An’ I don’t know as I do, yet, only she kinder made 
me feel queer, an’ first thing I knowed I told her I 
didn’t mind a mite if she hooked him onto a church. 
Say, Jim, you don’t think—you don’t think Baby Ben 
will die because I give her his name, do you ?'’ 

Jim glanced up from a deliberate study of the ap- 
plication blank and its accompanying letter. 

‘*My goodness, May! don’t be nutty! It’s goin’ 
to take more than connectin’ up with a church to put 
that little rascal out o’ commission, I don’t know 
but what I'm glad you done it. My grandfather was 
a church member, an’ so was pa and ma, They both 
died when I was a little shaver, you know, an’ nobody 
ever bothered much about me after that. But there 
are lots o’ things to drag a feller down nowadays. I'd 
sorter hate to see Baby Ben turn out bad, It can't 
do him no harm to belong to this Cradle Roll, as fur 
as I kin see, an’ mebbe it may do him a little good. 
Who was the lady that give you the lift ?’’ 


si HE said her name was Travis. Here's her card. 

**Mrs. Bennett produced the cardboard slip. 

‘«*Eleanor Travis.” She was real pleasant- 
spoken, though she hadn't a mite o’ style."’ 

‘*Travis? That's the name o’ one o’ the owners 
o’ the foundry where I work. Stiff old codger, but 
straight goods, the men say. If she’s any relation to 
him, she must be a big bug.”’ 

‘*Well, she isn’t, then, fur she don’t look nur act 
tony. She's goin’ to bring a certifficut in a day or 
two, she says, to show that Baby Ben really belongs 
to the Cradle Roll, you know.”’ 

Mr. Bennett surveyed his small son with humorous 
intentness, then roared with laughter. 

‘«Better mind your P’s and Q's, young man,”’ he 
said. ‘* You're the only one that’s got any claim to 
religion in this family. An’ your ma’s got you fas- 
tened on to a church good an’ early, let me tell you !'’ 


Miss Travis hoought the certificate as she had 
promised, 

‘Father says your husband is employed in our 
foundry,’’ she said, cordially, ‘‘so, you see, we ought 
to know each other. And I’ve found the nicest kind 
of a cook-book, full of explicit directions. You'll let 
me give it to you, will you not, because I’m so glad 
to have Baby Ben for the hundredth baby? And now 
I want to tell you the loveliest plan. We're going to 
have a reception for the Crable Roll babies and their 
mothers next Friday afternoon in the Sunday-school 
room. ‘There’s to be music and singing and light 
refreshments, and an informal discussion of the things 
mothers like to talk about, You'll come and ‘ring 
Baby Ben, will you not?’’ 

‘* But I don’t know where the church is.’’ 

‘You can go with me, I'll callfor you. It’s only 
a short walk, And you will meet some of the most 
delightful people.’’ 

Mrs. Bennett promised. After her guest had gone 
she bundled Baby Ben into the go-cart, and hurried 
to the nearest five-and-ten-cent store, where she in- 
vested in yards and yards of lace and pale blue rib- 
bon, a small gilt frame, and a box of stationery. 

Returning home she framed the pretty certificate, 
hung it on the wall above the kitchen table, and, sit- 
ting down, scribbled the following letter : 


DEAR MA: 

This is to let you know that I am well and like my 
new home first-rate. I don’t know what you will say to 
heer I am getting reel Sober and Religyus. It would bea 
good thing if Pa and you took Pattren by me in this, 

I have got a reel pretty certifercate for Baby Ben all 
framed in Gold, and I have an Invite to go to a Cradle 
Roll Recepshun next Friday. The Cradle Roll is part of 
a Church, 

Miss Travis is the dauter of one of Jim’s Bosses. _ She 
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lives up the Street a ways, but she don’t put on no Style, 
and nobody would ever know she was wurth anything to 
look at her. 

She is reel nice tho, and has give me a Cook Book 
almost like the one I had at chester, 

She is going to stop and get me the day of the Recep- 
shun, and I shell ware my green Silk. Ive took the Seams 
in, so it don’t show no Spots, and the Tighter the Skirts 
the Bigger the Style, so I feel reel Easy. 

I dident know what Jim would say about Me getting so 
good all at once, but he is Easy led, and he seems kinder 
pleesed over my New Noshuns, 

Baby Ben is reel cute, and of course he’s too littel to 
know what his Parunts are doing. 

I feel better since I got these New idees, so Good-by 
from your Dauter May 


Jim studied the dainty certificate with considerable 
interest on his return. 

‘«It's quite a complete little jigger, ain’t it?’’ he 
said. ‘*Signed ‘John Stuart, pastor ; Foster Grant, 
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superintendent ; Eleanor ‘Travis, Cradle Roll super- 
intendent.” He's hooked up good an’ proper, all 
right.”’ 

“I'm goin’. to a reception Friday and take Baby 
Ben along. Miss Travis give me the invite. It's for 
all the Cradle Roll mothers, she says.’’ 

Jim surveyed his wife in silent admiration for a 
moment, then spoke with heartfelt conviction : «‘ My 
eye! but you travel some, May! Say, I've been in- 
quirin’ around some, an’ I find your Miss Travis is 
one o’ the nabobesses. If you go with her, are you 
sure you've got the right kind o’ things to wear 
Friday ?"’ ; 

‘*Sure,"’ said Mrs. Bennett serenely. ‘‘ Don’t you 
ever lose no sleep over me, Jim. I've got a tight 
skirt an’ a big hat. An’ that’s all that really matters 
this year. An’ I'm fixin’ Baby Ben up till he’s a 
wonder !"’ 

(To be concluded in next week's issue) 





Why These Cradle Rolls Succeed 


How they are getting and holding the 
**Baby Bens’ and the mothers 


The monthly Graded Forum, conducted 
by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin 








Our First Cradle-Roll Party 


N a perfect day in October, 1913, the Methodist 
Episcopal Church of Ambridge, Pa., held its 
first Cradle Roll Party. 

Shortly before three o'clock the mothers and babies 
began to arrive, until at three, when the photographer 
arrived, more than thirty out of the forty mothers 
invited were present, each accompanied by one or 
more smiling babies. 

The sixteen small three-year-old babies, who were 
to graduate into the Beginners class on the following 
Sunday, were placed in position and their pictures 
taken ; then the entire group of mothers and babies 
were photographed, 

The party assembled in the church, where a short 


‘special program was rendered, participated in by 


sevetal primary children, who brought to the platform 
a dainty white cradle and went through the ceremony 
of committing the name card of a newly-enrolled 
baby to its keeping. 

The Superintendent of Elementary Work of the 
County talked to the mothers a little while on the 
subject of ‘‘Children's Faults and How to Cure 
Them.,”’ 

The call to luncheon was the signal for adjourn- 
ment to the church parlors, where small tables cosily 
arranged to seat four were soon filled, and every one 
began to feel very much at home, and an exceedingly 
pleasant social hour followed. 

‘Why have we never had such meetings before ?’’ 
and «* How soon can we have another one ?’’ sounded 
from all sides as Mrs, Stetler and Mrs. R. G, Man- 
ning, hostesses for the afternoon, moved about among 
their guests. 

‘*« Now that we know that you will come, we shall 
surely arrange for other meetings,’’ was the smiling 
reply. 

The High School girls who had been entertaining 
the wee babies during the luncheon hour now brought 
in their tiny charges, and the frst Cradle Roll party 
of Ambridge was over.— Slanche A. Sturgeon, 
Beaver Fall, Pa. 
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How Definite Planning Helps 


HILE in its organized form the Cradle Roll is 
modern, the spirit of it antedates Sunday-school 
history. This we learn from Christ’s words in 

Luke 18 : 16: ‘Suffer the little children to come unto 
me, and forbid them not: for to such belongeth the 
kingdom of God."’ 

This is the chief object of the Cradle Roll—to bring 
our babies, with a mother’s heart of love, through a 
wide-awake and consecrated superintendent, to Jesus, 
who expressed a marvelous interest in mothers who 
carried their little ones to him. 

In our Cradle Roll work in the First U. B. Church 
of Chambersburg, Pa., we have found these plans 
very effective : 

1. A systematic plan should be arranged of the 
section of the city included in the church parish. As 
a rule the superintendent is a busy woman, with do- 
mestic duties and other affairs requiring her attention, 
and she needs to use every plan to save time and 
useless steps. Have a boek arranged alphabetically 





according to streets or sections ; this will assist in 
making many calls in a short time. Under this plan 
we have made as many as thirty calls in one-half day. 

2. The flower mission is a most beautiful part of 
the Cradle Roll Department when there is sickness 
or death in the home. Do you get into the homes of 
sickness or poverty? Remember that flowers help in 
cheering the sick and brightening the room. Place 
a card on the flowers, with the words, ‘‘ Cradle Roll."’ 

3. Have a Cradle Roll réception some summer 
afternoon. We have sent out invitations printed on 
small sheets of paper, placed in a small envelope, 
and addressed to the baby, requesting both mother and 
child to be present. We made it an occasion of good 
cheer and loving fellowship. Music, sand-box, dolls, 
and: other toys, were used. We served milk for the 
babiés; wafers and cocoa for the mothers and: guests. 

4. Remember to present to each Cradle Roll mem- 
‘ber the most beautiful certificate that can be secured. 

5. The certificate should be taken to the home by 
the superintendent, and used as a means of becom- 
ing better acquainted with the mother. Then, if the 
mother is not a Christian, a heart-to-heart talk, fol- 
lowed by a prayer, may, under the blessing of the 
Heavenly Father, win her to Christ.and his church,— 
Mrs. Emma Huber Shamberger, Chambersburg, Pa. 
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Drawing the Parents 


T WAS seven years ago that the Cradle Roll of the 
Dawson M. E. Sunday-school was organized. 
During the first two years there were only twelve 

or fifteen babies enrolled. Then Mrs. J. A. Crawford 
was elected superintendent and has served continu- 
ously ever since. During this time a total of sixty- 
four have been promoted to the Beginners depart- 
ment, and at present seventy-five names are on the 
roll, This Cradle Roll had the distinction of having 
five sets of twins enrolled at one time. 

One of the features now is an annual Cradle Roll 
Day, and the fourth of these was recently celebrated. 
The reception was held from two to five o'clock in the 
Sunday-school room of the church. Mrs, Crawford 
personally met every woman as she entered the build- 
ing and made her feel at home. The following short 
program was followed : 


1. Lord’s Prayer in concert. 

2. Song by Beginners, ‘** Jesus loves me.” 
3. Exercise by Beginners department. 

4. Solo, : 

5. Duet, by twins from Primary department. 
6. Short address by the pastor. 


Then all who were present entered the dining-room, 
which was beautifully decorated to represent a Japa- 
nese garden. Ferns, flowers, Japanese lanterns, and 
parasols were used, and the whole was illuminated 
by electric lights, After all were seated in a great 
circle, ice-cream, cake, and mint-sticks were served. 
During the serving, the superintendent of the Cradle 
Roll slipped around quietly and had a little chat with 
each mother. 

The weather was threatening, and many who had 
planned to attend were kept away; but in spite of 
this eighty-two.. persons were present, divided as fol- 
lows : babies, 18; ‘parents, 24; Beginners, 28 ; Pri- 
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mary, 5; and 7 visitors. Taking it all in all, every 
one had a delightful time and went home happy. 

This annual affair is one of the ways of interesting 
the community in the. Sunday-school and church, 
Mrs. Crawford says that it is an investment that pays 
big dividends, Whole families have been brought 
into active relationship with the church because of the 
interest taken in the baby on the Cradle Roll. It is 
not an unusual occurrence to have father or mother or 
both come with their children to the school, especially 
just after their promotion to the Beginners depart- 
ment. A number of persons have started in this way, 
and these find their way into one of the adult classes, 
and thus become regular members of the school, 
B. S. Forsythe, Dawson, Pa. 


% 
Receiving the Rabies 
A Cradle Roll Service for Use in the Beginners Department 


1. Presentation (by Cradle Roll superintendent), 


A glad new name for the Cradle Roll, 
name for the baby small, 
A name for the home, and the parents so dear, 
May God bless one, bless all. if: 


2. Greeting (when new names are presented ; brothers and 
sisters of babies stand, and children wave hands in 
greeting) Sing or repeat: 

A joyful greeting, baby, dear, 
God keep you in his care : 
And may you soon be with us here 
Our happy times to'share, 
(Music of “ Birthday Greeting,” Primary and Junior 
songs, Clayton F. Summy Co., Chicago.) 

3. Name entered (1) on Roll; (2) in Cradle. (Some Sun- 
day-schools use a wall roll for the names of the babies ; 
others use a miniature cradle in which are placed the 
cards on which the names are written.) é; 


(1) Cradle Roll, will you safely hold 
All the names we trust to you? 


As we place them gently there, 
We will add this little prayer— 
That the little baby face 
In our class may find a place, 
(2) Little Cradle, do you think, 
With your pretty bows of pink, 
You can faithful be-and true 
To the. names we: trust. with you? j>+:, 
As we placé them gently thete, ° 
We will add this little prayer— 
That this little baby face . .,,,., 
In our class may find a place. 


4. Our Thank You Song: 


There are blessings from God all about us ; 
We should thank him for gifts great and small. 
But the gift of a dear little baby 
Needs the very best thank you of all. 
Bye-lo, -bye-lo, byé-lo, bye-lo,' bye. 
(From “ Carols,” Leyda Pub. Co., Chicago.) 


5. The Prayer : 


Heavenly Father, bless the baby thou hast given to us to-day; 
May she grow in love and goodness in a baby’s own sweet way, 


6. Song, ‘* God’s Watch-Care Over the Babies ”’ ; 


When the babes are waking, stretching arms so wide, 
Father, then watch o’er them, be thou by their side. 
When the babes are sleeping, Father, guard their bed, 
May the wings of angels over them be spread. 
(Tune, ‘‘ God is Ever Good” ; from “ Childhood 
Songs,” Griffith & Rowland Press, Philadelphia.) 
y. Helping the Babies. . Superintendent says to children 


God gives each little baby 
A mouth and eyes and ears 
Two little hands and little feet to use 
For him in after years. 
Superintendent asks the children : 


How may we help the babies? 
Children respond : 


We'll run on w'llirg errands, 
And do our pert each day 
To help these little babies 
In all their happy play: 
(Words adapted from “Cradle Song,” by 
Adele F. Woodard, New York City.) 


—Arranged by Mrs. W. J. Semelroth, St, Louis, Mo. 
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A Missionary Birthday Party 


CRADLE ROLL superintendent who has inter- 
ested the families of the babies in a special 
missionary object, gives a birthday party every 

year for the babies and their parents. Each is asked 
to contribute as many coins, copper, silver, or gold, 
as they are years old, Of all their social gatherings 
none is better attended than this. The parents are 
led to take an interest in the world-wide cause of 
missions in a more practical way than they might 
otherwise. —Eiizabeth Williams Sudlow, Rock Island, 
Lllinois. 
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Foregleams of the day when 
missionaries will be superfluous 





Marvels of Modern Missions in Awakened Lands 


Views from the “ Missionary Watch Tower,” con- 
ducted by Professor Harlan P. Beach, D.D., F.R.G.S. 





A Japanese George Mueller 


FRAIL medical student who had become a 
Roman Catholic began to study the New Testa- 
ment, and in consequence took the further step 

of leaving his newly-found faith and joining the Con- 
gregational Mission Church, It was Mr. Ishii Juji, 
whose death on January 30 last brought mourning to 
apan, 
, ee these two termini lies an interesting expe- 
rience. Young Ishii’s conversion was one for service. 
Earning his way through the medical school as a mas- 
seur, he found in his patrons men who were won for 
Christ as he allayed their rheumatic aches and pains. 
Then in 1886 came his great vision through the mes- 
sage of George Miiller of Bristol, whose addresses 
delivered in Japan on the life of faith and the work 
for British orphans imparted a great yearning to know 
that life and similarly to bless others, 

In the following year a beggar woman with two 
children came to a near-by hut and remained for the 


night. Pitying them, the young student went out with 
- a bowl of rice and gave it to the eight-year-old boy, 


only to see him pass it to his crippled sister. The 
beggar mother, returning, said that sie could support 
the girl, but not her son, Ishii adopted him, soon 
after removed to Okayama, and in September, 1887, in- 
formally started in a rented Buddhist temple what was 
to become the foremost orphanage in Japan, with an 
initial group consisting of the adopted beggar and two 
other waifs. 

The number rapidly increased ; the medical stu- 
dent- abandoned his profession and gave himself to 
his new charges—and to prayer and a practicai exer- 
cise of Miiller’s faith, Hard times they had again 
and again, when the last bucket of rice was their only 
reliance except the God of the .widow'’s cruse and 
handful of meal, but He never failed them. 

Thousands of orphans have been under ‘ Father 
Ishii’s’’ care since that first year, and not one of 
them escaped his love and few of them were un- 
touched by his childlike faith, As many as twelve 
hundred have been in the orphanage at once ; indus- 
tries have grown up; imperial gifts have been be- 


stowed upon the institution ; branch establishments 


have been started ; all Japan has been watching him 
and his pupils, and some have been partakers of his 
faith. 

Two months before his passing it was anticipated, 
but repeatedly he rallied, often it seemed in direct 
answer to the prayers of his devoted charges’ and 
friends, At last, with his orphans about him, he said 
his farewells and went beyond the stars to the tearless 
land where no orphans are. The funeral was most 
notable, for one of Japan's great men had fallen— 
pitifully weak in body, but a man of Abrahamic faith 
and a stalwart in everything Christian, one whose 
impress will long be felt by the Japanese church. 


% 
Islands that Hungered for Christ 


HE average reader knows most of Samoa from its 
memories of Robert Louis Stevenson and his 
racy ‘‘ Vailima Letters,’’ describing his roman- 

tic exile under the shadow of precipitous Vaea, on 
whose summit.at the end sixty sturdy Samoans left 
him to rest forever, with the encircling Pacific moan- 
ing a perpetual requiem at his feet. Yet it has an 
inspiration for friends of missions as well. 

Even before the missionaries came, in 1835, so 
eager were the Samoans for tie new religion that they 
employed renegade sailors to act as their instructors 
and lead their worship. Some of these were so de- 
praved that they celebrated the Lord’s Supper for the 
native ‘‘ believers’’ on Christmas and on Good Fri- 
day. Hence when missionaries actually arrived, and 
founded genuine churches, the people gladly met the 
needs of native helpers, who required only food, a 
simple house, plantations, and money enough to buy 
the scanty clothing needed. As it was a point of 
honor with Samoans to provide hospitality for a guest, 
even an entire stranger, no matter how long he might 
remain, the gospel speedily spread over the islands. 

That initial generosity and desire for Christianity 
still survives. Last year about five hundred pastors 


and preachers served the local cliurches without mone- 
tary help from the London Missionary Society. They 
also erect and pay for their own church buildings. 
Chiefs, people, pastors, and students share in the 
manual labor involved, and a sort of rivalry has sprung 
up in church erection, resulting to-day in two hundred 
and twenty churches built and kept in repair by church- 
members and adherents. The pastors’ salaries, which 
range from $125 to $750, are also raised by the various 
congregations, being supplemented in many cases by 
gifts of cocoanut, taro, and other plantations, as well 
as by presents of such things as food, prints, native 
cloth, fine mats, if the pastor is diligent and beloved. 
Its foreign missionary contributions to the London 
Society rose from $10,000 in 1907 to $22,500 in 1912. 
Their Native Advisory Council has so strongly and 
wisely developed that the missionaries have almost 
reached the point of having made themselves super- 
fluous—the goal of all foreign missionary endeavor. 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Salvation Army Forces.—The extent of the Salvation 
Army’s foreign work is suggested by the item that in 1913 
it sent out to other lands, mostly mission countries, 102 
officers, of whom seventy-four were designated to India. 


An Opium Burning.—At a recent opium burning in 
Peking $40,000 worth of the drug and the accompanying 
pipes—some of them of ivory, cloisonne, and jade—were 
destroyed amid the acclamations of officials and foreigners. 


An Armenian’s Will.—An Armenian reared in Turkey 
and later a prosperous merchant in New York, Mr. S. G. 
Telfeyan, has left in his will $75,000 for missions, of which 
$40,000 will go to three colleges of the American Board, 
and the remainder to its general work. In addition, he 
left $15,000 for the promotion of evangelical Christianity in 
Turkey. 

Chinese Women Physicians !—A notable milestone 
in China’s missionary history is the graduation of two fully 
qualified Chinese women physicians, probably the first of 
equal training in China, from the Union Medical College 
for Women in Peking. Dr. Reinsch, the United States 
Minister, gave the address of congratulation upon this for- 
ward step. 


What Russia Brings to Persia.—Russian annexation 
of Northern Persia, according to Dr, Wilson, will put an 
end to the legal disabilities of Christians ; it will give to 
Christianity an external position and influence which will 
lower Islam and will curb its persecuting power, removing 
the death penalty for leaving Mohammedanism which now 
hangs over the Christian convert, and will allow of greater 
religious freedom, 


A Turkish Movement for Purity.—On March 12 a 
significant meeting was held in Constantinople, which or- 
ganized itself into The Constantinople Association for the 
Suppression of the Traffic in Women, Though its chair- 
man and chief members are missionaries, it unites all creeds 
in the important movement, including among its abettors 
the Grand Vizier and other high officials. And this in the 
land where four wives are allowed every Moslem believer ! 


Albania’s New Day Pegun.—The proclamation of 
William I, King of Albania, recently issued, begins with 
the following sentences: ‘‘ Albanians! To-day Albania, 
free and independent, enters on a newerain history. The 
destinies of the country are hencefot ward committed to the 
hands of the King, the wisdom of the government, and 
the patriotic valor of the people.’? No longer does the 
Sultan dominate, with the mailed glove of Islam, its desti- 
nies, May it return to its primal Christian faith ! 


Body Prayers.—Die Christliche Orient tells of a Mos- 
lem lad whose knee was attacked by tuberculosis. The 
doctor proposed an operation which, while not permitting 
him to bend the leg, would yet make it possible to walk. 
His father objected to the proposition, saying, ‘* What 
good will it do the boy if he cannot bend or stretch it? He 
would then be unable to pray all his life! It were better 
that he die.”” A converted Moslem mullah states that he 
knows of no prayer apart from bodily movement among 
Mohammedans. A prayer of the heart is unknown to 
them. 

A New Kind of African Chief.—The first installation 
with Christian ceremonies of a Chiyuka chief in Portuguese 
West Africa occurred recently when Chikosi, a good 
speaker and evangelist, who had been a deacon in the mis- 
sion church for years, was thus inducted into office. The 
brother of the dead chief declined to succeed him for these 
reasons: ‘‘I cannot read, and Chiyuka is a village of 
books. Moreover, I am not one of ‘The Words ’ (Chris- 
tians), and no one but a Christian can be successor to 
Kanjundu.. We look over the possible ones, and we choose 
Chikosi.”’ 


“ God is Love” in Chinese 


OVE is even greater than faith, and this sample of 
its wonder-working comes from China—from 
Annie Simpson's pen : 

‘*I had just finished a lesson with the Christian 
women when an old woman came in, with bent back, 
white hair, and wrinkled face, but with keen, bright 
eyes. She sat down and looked around, then at me, 
and asked the usual Chinese questions—how old I 
was, where I came from, and what was my business 
there. I told her what I had been doing that-morn- 
ing. She had never heard the gospel before, so it 
was all new to her, Some of the women joined in 
the conversation : and I taught her the text, ‘God is 
Love,’ which in the Chinese is literally ‘God's heart 
is just love.’ She said it over and over again, I ex- 
plained it to her, but she looked as if she did not 
believe it at first. 

‘‘It was now dinner-time, and she left with the 
others ; but she returned in the afternoon, still repeat- 
ing the same words. As she rose to go later on she 
stopped and, turning, said, ‘Are those true words you 
are telling me?’ 

. *** Yes,’ I replied, ‘true words.’ 

‘She got to the door, still repeating the words, 
‘God's heart is just love,’ and again questioned me, 
‘You are sure these are true words?’ Again I assured 
her, ‘ True words.’ 

‘In May I went again to the village, and my old 
friend came to greet me, joyfully saying, ‘God's heart 
is just love, and J believe it.’ Now I have been again 
this autumn. The old lady asked me to visit het 
home and I found there a large family. She has a 
son seventy-three years old who also seems interested. 
The Biblewoman and I held a service in her house 
and then went out to the threshing-floor to hold an- 
other service with quite a crowd of listeners. The 
people were quiet, but they all think that the old lady 
is mad, for she is constantly repeating, ‘God's heart 
is just love. I am happy beyond telling.’ 

‘*I believe we shall get an entrance into this village 
through this old woman of ninety hearing the gospel 
and going to tell her neighbors. There are other 
women, too, who go out to the villages trying to win 
others.,’’ 

A beginning only of the ‘‘ greater things than these”’ 
which Jesus has promised.’ 


‘ x 


A Crisis Hour in the Sudan 


ENERAL GORDON, soldier, saint, and at last 

a martyr to the Sudan’s emancipation, used to 

call it ‘*a useless possession.’’ This estimate 

was an echo of the old Arab tradition that «* when 

Allah made the Sudan he laughed.’’ But the con- 

temptuous laughter of men has changed into wonder 

as the million odd square miles of useless land are 

beginning to yield an abundant and useful fruitage. 

The liberation of its varied peoples from the oppress- 

ive and fanatical yoke of Mahdi and dervishes, and 

the institution of justice and good order, have doubled 

the population since 1898, until it now numbers some 
three millions. 

Of these, Lord Kitchener declared in 1912 that 
‘* there is now hardly a poor man in the Sudan.’" The 
state is self-supporting ; cotton and sugar cane are 
being largely raised ; irrigation schemes calling for 
$25,000,000 are under consideration, Slave-raiding 
has ceased, though domestic slavery still exists. 
Among the Arabic-speaking peoples education is de- 
sired ; and slow but distinct. moral improvement is 
discernible. 

This is Christianity’s hour, especially among the 
pagan negro tribes. Mohammedanism is rapidly 
spreading among them, ‘The repetition of the name 
of Allah hundreds of times, as the monotonous chant 
of the Moslem Zikr comes to the ears of the mission- 
aries, is a challenge to make known to them and to 
the negroes the true meaning of worship and of the 
character of God, Pray for the Sudan United Mis- 
sion, the United Presbyterians, and the Church Mis- 
sionary Society, as their representatives hasten this 
important work. 

YALE UNIVERSITY. 
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Has Archeology Found the Forefathers of ‘China? 


How facts and theories about ancient peoples are rapidly growing is shown in Professor 
Melvin Grove Kyle’s monthly Archeological Review 








Did They Rule Jerusalem ? 

HE disposition of a few years ago to allow no 
claim for the Hittites has now changed in some 
quarters to a tendency to claim nearly every- 

thing for this mysterious people. The Hittites, we 
are told, pushed to the East at an early date and 
ruled Babylon : pushed down tothe South into Egypt 
and ruled there under the name of the Hyksos kings ; 
while Hittite influence in art, architecture and customs 
is pointed out all around the eastern littoral of the 
Mediterranean. This startling change of attitude 
toward the Hittites reminds one of the impulsive 
Englishman, —if one may believe in such a paradox— 
who said of the first locomotive, ‘‘ It will never go ; it 
will never go,’’ but when it got a-going he shouted, 
«It will never stop ; it will never stop.’’ The latest 
exclamation of those who are shouting that the Hittites 
«¢ will never stop’’ is that they once occupied Jerusa- 
lem and ruled there, and actually gave that city its 
name, a Hittite name, and not the familiar Hebrew 
combination with Ska/em, meaning peace. Well, it 
may be so. Ezekiel said of the holy city, ‘‘Thy 
birth and thy nativity is of the land of the Canaanite ; 
the Amorite was thy father, and thy mother was a 
Hittite."’ 

H. Grinne, Oriental Literature, XVI, °13, pp. 152-157. 


Who Were the Original Chinese ? 


HE discussion over the Greek word ‘‘Chetaioi’’ 
in a Greek translation of a Persian author is a 
linguistic wrangle of no interest to us except for 
this, that these persons called ‘‘ Chetaioi,’’ described 
by this Persian author, have been thought to be Hit- 
lites, another instance of the tendency, mentioned in 
the preceding paragraph, to find Hittites almost every- 
where. But we must hot ‘too hastily be repelled by 
that tendency. It often may be right. It is pointed 
out that modern Russians call the people of North 
China ‘‘Chetai,'’ and medizval Europe did the same, 
and that this'Greek word used in translating the Per- 
sian author may also refer to the Chinese. Very 
likely, and the identity of this name with the Greek 
equivalent of the name Hittite is suggestive. It is 
just another of those little touches, like the pig-tails 
of the Hittites, their shoes with upturned toes, and in 
some respects the appearance of their faces, that have 
for a long time been raising suspicions that eventually 
it will be found that there is some connection between 
the Hittites and the Chinese. This is nothing more 
than speculation yet, but it is legitimate speculation 
that begins with facts and goes in the direction in 
which the known facts point and does not go beyond 
possible compatibility with them. 
E, Klauber and B, Landsberger, Z. Assyr. XXVIII, ’13, 
pp. 61-66, 


The “ Stable ” Birth and the ‘‘ Manger” Cradle 


, _ a manger, because there was no room for them 
in the inn’’ (Luke 2: 7). The Eastern khan, 
like every other hostelry, must needs provide 

for both man and beast; but, unlike most other hos- 
telries, provides for them under the same roof. There 
is a compartment for the entertainment of travelers 
exclusively, ‘‘the inn,’’ into which beasts are not 
permitted to enter. Adjoining this, but under the 
same roof (if, indeed, there is a roof), and separated 
from the inn only by a partition, is another compart- 
ment of the khan, —the ‘‘stable,"’ for beasts and men. 
Here, ofitimes, the camel-men and the donkey-drivers 
lie down beside their beasts, and even travelers them- 
selves do’so when the other portion of the khan is 
full; or, it may be for reasons of economy or for the 
care, sometimes even the safety, of their goods, they 
rest beside their beasts in the ‘‘stable.’’ 

When Joseph and Mary reached the khan, they 
found the ‘‘inn’’ full, They then went with the 
donkey into the ‘‘stable,’’ and while he munched his 
evening feed from the ‘‘manger,’’ they camped down 
beside him for the night. When the Christ-child was 
born, he was laid in the ‘‘manger’’ from which the 
- donkey had been fed. The ‘‘stable’’ birth and the 

**manger’’ cradle do not signify poverty, for Joseph 
and Mary intended to stay in the ‘‘inn,’’ and only 
went to the ‘‘stable’’ because the ‘‘inn”’ was full; 
nor does it mean any inhospitableness of the Bethle- 
hemites, for there is no intimation that they knew 


just what do the Babylonian records tell us about 
Israel and Bible events? This is the subject of 
several questions which Dr. Kyle discusses in ‘* The 
Archeology Question Box,”’ which has a place in 
this month’s review of recent archeological hap- 
penings. Questions from Times’ readers about any 
of the topics treated on this page, or dealing with 
any phase of the Bible and archeology, Dr. Kyle 
will be glad to consider for discussion in this de- 
partment. 








anything of the situation, much less that they refused 
shelter. It means only a real entrance of the Christ 
into a humble life. 


The Archeology Question Box 
In archeological excavations has there been discovered 
any record of Israel as a people or nation in Egypt or else- 
where previous to their occupation of the land of Canaan? 
HIS is a much-mooted question. Merenptah’s 
monument of victory, usually called the Israel 
tablet, discovered in Egypt by Professor Petrie 
in 1906, makes mention of Israel by name. _Is this 
before Israel entered Canaan? Many critics and 
some Egyptologists say no, Some critics and most 


Egyptologists say yes, that at least itis ‘‘a record of . 


Israel’’ betore Israel under Joshua entered Canaan, 


‘ There may have been scattered portions of tribes in 


Canaan before that time, who had returned during the 
days of prosperity in Egypt or had escaped as run- 
aways from slavery days. 





Do not the Babylonian records speak of them (the Israel- 
ites), but always as a tributary nation ? 


Babylonian and Assyrian records frequently speak 


“of the Israelites, but make no mention of them before 
‘they entered Canaan, 


All the cuneiform (Babylonian 
and Assyrian) references to Israel and Judah belong 
to the period of the kings and of the captivity which 
followed, and usually give the impression that the 
Israelites had been subjugated. In the case of Sen- 
nacherib and Hezekiah, the Assyrian’s boast is mani- 
festly greatly exaggerated, as his expedition was ended 
by disaster, 
put Jehu to tribute, and his statement seems to be 
correct. 





Do not records in Babylon and also in Egypt reach back 
in an unbroken line to hundseds, if not thousands, of years 
before the date in the Bible of the flood? 

This question reminds me of the lawyer who, in 
supportof his contention that there are some questions 
which cannot be answered by yes or no, asked his op- 
ponent: ‘‘ Have you and your wife quit quarreling 
yet?’’ Soeither ‘‘yes*’ or ‘‘no’’ to this question 
concerning the ‘‘date of the flood in the Bible’’ 
would be misleading, for there is no ‘‘date of the 
flood in the Bible,’’ The dates at the head of the 
reference columns of our Bibles are a.part of the pub- 
lisher’s work, but not a part of the Bible, and for the 
time of the flood and earlier these dates are certainly 
not correct. They are not drawn legitimately from 
the statements of the Bible. Such calculations are all 
based upon the assumption that the chronological 
system and method of early times in Bible lands was 
the same as ours. In fact it was very different, and 
is not now thoroughly understood, Before the days 
of clocks and calendars history was not recorded ac- 
cording to any scheme in exact accord with clocks 
and calendars. 





Has there been discovered any real proof of any such 
break in continuity as there naturally would have been at 
such an event as a world-wide deluge? 

This question, if confined to the field of archeology, 
also deceives the questioner. ‘‘ Real proof of any 
such break in continuity’’ cannot exist without gen- 
eral knowledge of the whole course of history defore 
as well as after the flood.. Such a knowledge of his- 
tory defore the flood, as the question implies, does 
not exist. Our knowledge of the world’s history 
begins after the break and, of course, the break does 
not show.. The one thing thus, far which seems to 
indicate an approach toward an exception to this 
statement is that the recent discoveries by Professor 
Poebel in. the Nippur:‘library at ‘the University of 


Shalmaneser II. states distinctly that he. 





Pennsylvania gives us the names of four or five cities 
in the valley of the Euphrates before the flood, which 
names are also found among the names of cities which 
existed since the flood, 

But, if this question be projected into the field of 
geology, the ‘‘real.proof'’ is abundant of the most 
decided ‘‘break in continuity’’ at the close of the 
Glacial Period, which was the time of the flood of 
Noah. For a full presentation of these proofs consult 
the great work of the geologist, Professor George 
Frederick Wright, ‘‘ The Ice Age in North America,’’ 
or his smaller work, ‘* Scientific Confirmation of Old 
Testament History.’’. It is hoped that some day we 
shall be able to know antediluvian antiquities, and be 
thus able to note in archeological history also the break 
in continuity which the deluge must have caused. Itis 
possible that some such antiquities are already known, 
but they are not known certainly to be such, Some 
have thought that the megalithic antiquities, the great 
stone monuments, come from antediluvian times. 





Have tliere been discovered in Babylonia records of a 
similar flood which dates a thousand years or more before 
the flood of which we have the account in the Bible. 

This ‘‘ similar flood in Babylonia’’ is undoubtedly 
the same flood of which we have account in the Old 
Testament. The dates:given may .be a thousand 
years or more before the date given for the Biblical 
flood in somebody's system of chronology, but the 
similarity of description leaves no room for doubt that 
the fioods are one and the same flood and, of. course, 
the date is the same. . It must be kept in mind that 
the early dates in Babylonian history ‘are: not much 
better understood than those in early Bible history. 
It must not be assumed that they are absolutely fixed 
and that biblical dates are thus to be forced to cgn- 
form to them. , ’ 


The Casita of the Horse 


HENCE came the horse into Bible lands, and 
what is the peculiar significance of the refer- 
ence to ‘‘horses,’’ especially the warnings of 

the law and of the prophets against dependence upon 
‘¢horses’’ ? The first mention of the horse in the 
Bible is in the story of Joseph's rule in Egypt. It is 
one of the many incidental touches of accuracy on the 
part of the writer of that-story which shows him either 
most familiar with life in Egypt or the most aston- 
ishingly accurate historian in all ages. The early 
Egyptians did not have the horse, but, as we shall 
presently see, this reference to the horse is perfectly 
accurate. When the money of the Egyptians gave 
out they brought their property to exchange for coin, 
‘and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, 
etc.’” By the prominent mention of ‘‘horses’’ in 
the barter for wheat we should probably understand 
that horses were common in Egypt in that day, about 
1700 B. C. “If they had only belonged to the king 
and the great nobles, who were supplied from the 
bounty of the royal household, they would not have 
been among the objects of barter. 

Four hundred years later, at the time of the Exodus, 
the horse certainly held a prominent place in the 
Egyptian army. It was the chariot corps that pursued 
the fugitives, and ‘‘the horse and his rider’’ is a 
chief subject of exultation in Miriam's minstrelsy, 
But the horse was a dangerous innovation in the: am- 
bition of kings, for the king of Israel-was forbidden to 
‘¢multiply horses ‘to himself;’’ By the time of Solo- 
mon this prohibition was thoroughly disregarded and 
disobeyed. That luxurious king had forty thousand 
stalls of horses for his chariots. By this time, at 
least, the horse seems to have attained the high place 
in the service of man in the Orient which he has held 
from that time down to the present. 

But the origin of the horse in Bible lands is every- 
where involved in obscurity. One of the principal 

names for the horse among the E; syptians is probably 
akin to the Hebrew word for horse. This seems to 
indicate that they somehow connected the horse with 
the Semitic people, perhaps got the animal the same 
place they got the name. B. Meissner, after careful 
examination of the ‘subject, claims that there is no 
certain evidence of the horse in Babylonia before 
2000 B. C.. The mention of the horse in the story of 
Joseph, which is also about the earliest mention of 
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the horse in Egypt, seems to indicate that the horse 
had found its way into €gypt soon after this date, 
probably carried thither on that wave of eastern migra- 
_tion which gave Egypt the Hyksos rulers. From this 
date in Babylonia onward the horse was there one of 
the choice luxuries of the wealthy and the noble. As 
late as the Tell el-Amarna tablets the Pharaoh writing 
to the king of Babylon sent his greetings 40 the horses 
as well as the king and his family ! 

B. Meissner, Mitt. Vorderas, Ges, XVIII, 1913, pp. 1-9 


Moslem Success, and the Future 

ag ge HORGRONJE, of Leyden, the great 

Arabist and authority on Islam, has stirred 

much interest by his recent lectures on Moham- 
medanism at various universities in America, His 
statement of the history and results of Christian mis- 
sions among Mohammedans, as made at the Univer- 
- sity of Pennsylvania, is correct as missionary experts 
see the situation to-day; but when he takes up the 
réle of prophet his pessimistic outlook will not be ac- 
cepted by Christian people. He seems to overlook 


the fact that the power and the agencies which have ' 


accomplished the wonderful changes in the Moham- 
medan world which he points out still exist and are 
operative and have now behind them the added in- 
spiration and impetus of success already attained. 
To prophesy failure for future efforts is to disregard 
the most manifest law of human foresight, the promise 
which past experience gives, 

On other phases of Professor Horgronje’s subject 
his views have been very illuminating. He points 
out that the phenomenal success of the poor in- 
habitants of Southern Arabia in India and other 
countries where they are strangers and do not know 
the language helps us to understand how, in the 
‘seventh century, the Mohammedans were so suc- 
cessful in propagating their religion and pushing 
their political power. The ability of the men of the 
‘ deserts is surprising to the people of our Western 
materialistic: and: ‘highly artificial civilization. - We 
overlook the fact that real civilization and power is of 
men, their skill and their wisdom, and not of inven- 
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tions and battleships. So the professor might have 
added, but did not, that the answer to the sneer at 
great influence and power coming out of Arabia in the 
fourteenth century B, C. is the influence and power 
that came out of Arabia in the seventh century A. D. 
Wisdom is of all people who think, and not exclu- 
sively of those who use typewriters and employ sten- 
ographers ; and the man who handles well a simple 
hand-tool has more skill than he who operates a com- 
plicated machine. A Jethro and a Hobab are not ana- 
chronisms-in the days of Moses, nor a Job at any time 
from the fourteenth century to the fifth B. C. 
Professor Horgronje in his American lectures. 


American Antiquity 


MERICA has been a favorite field for the exploita. 
tion of theories of the great antiquity of man- 
The unknown region is always most fertile for 
the growth of speculation. But American territory is 
becoming known, something of system and finality is 
coming into American archeology, not, of course, 
comparable to the finality in lands better known and 
documents that can be fully read, but still a reason- 
able finality. Geologists of the glacial period, as 
Wright and others, find man in America during that 
period, which closed with the flood of Noah, but find 
little or no evidence of much earlier man on the West- 
ern Hemisphere. Then, leading American arche- 
ologists, as Holmes, Moorhead, Hrdlicka, and Vig- 
naud, are very moderate in their estimate of the an- 
tiquity of the races found in America, Moorhead has 
thought the history of the Indian tribes does not go 
back much more than eight hundred years. Hrdlicxa 
points out anew, with photographs, the remarkable 
resemblance between the American Indians and. the 
inhabitants of the Yenisei river territory, in. Asia. 
Holmes was my schoolmaster in the ‘‘little yellow 
schoolhouse on the hill,’ and I am quite wilting 
that he should be my schoolmaster still in these greater 
things. 
H. Vignaud, Journal de la Societe des Americanistes du 
Paris, N. S. X., 1013, pp. 15-23. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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| { Putting the Bible First on Children’s Day 
A plan and a program that have helped children 
to value and use the Book 





For the Seven-Year-Olds 


N each Children’s: Day at the Gaston Presby- 
terian Church, Philadelphia, one of the features 
of the celebration is the presentation of Bibles. 

The baptized children of the church, who during the 
: year just preceding have reached the age of seven, 
receive copies of the Scriptures as gifts from the Ses- 
sion. The Bibles are presented publicly either by 
the pastor or by a member of the Session with a few 
. words about the value of the Bible and the best way 
. to use it. 

This custom: was introduced into the Gaston Sun- 
day-school by one of the members of the church, who 
had-noticed, the good results of the same plan in the 
church from which he had come. When he was 
unable to continue to furnish the Bibles the Session 
took up the plan and carried it out. 

The children look.forward eagerly to receiving the 
Bibles, and many of them are used in the Sunday- 
school classes and in the Junior Endeavor Society. 
Sometimes parents are led to the reading of the Book 
when the children have brought it into the home. It 
is a simple plan that other schools may find effective 
in encouraging the wider distribution of the Word 
among the young. — William H. Paul, Philadelphia. 
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A Company of Little Librarians 
A Junior Program for Children’s Day 


S THIS Junior program is planned, each member 
of the department will have a share apart from 
the singing. Any hymn which is appropriate 

for Children’s Day may be substituted for the first 
one, and the Bible drill should be made to reflect the 
regular work of the year as far as possible. As it 
stands, the program is somewhat long, and may be 
shortened to meet the individual requirements. 


PROCESSIONAL to platform, using the music of the following 
hymn : 


Hymn: ‘‘ All is bright and cheerful round us ”’ (2 verses). 
BIBLE DRILL: (All) We are a company of librarians. 


One of the oldest of the Junior girls reads the following, 
pausing for all to give the words in italics. 

Our library is the Bible. 

The word Bible means she Book. 

But the Bible is really a collection of many books. 

It is divided into ‘wo parts. 

The first part is called she Old Testament. 

It was written before the birth of Christ. 

The Old Testament contains ¢hirty-nine books. 

The first of these are called five books of Early History 
and Story and Law. 

Next come “welve books of Later History. 

These are followed by five books of Poetry. 

Then come five books of Major Prophets. 

The last books of the Old Testament are fwelve books of 
Minor Prophets. , 

The second part of our library is called the New Testa- 
ment, 

The New Testament contains fwenty-seven books. 

It was written after the birth of Christ. 

The life of Christ is found in the first four books, which 
are Called ¢he Gospels. 

The history of the first Christian missionaries is found in 
the next book, which is called the Acts of the Apostles. 

This book is followed by fourteen Special Letters. 

Then come seven General Letters. 

The last book of our library is a book of Visions. 


A second girl reads the following, pausing for an answer 
to each question from all. 

A good librarian must be ready to answer many ques- 
tions. We are sometimes asked such questions as these : 

Is there a book in this library named Samuel? Saul ? 
Malachi? Jonah? Esther? Elisha? Hezekiah ? 

In which Testament is the book of Amos? Chronicles? 
Corinthians? Joshua? Jude? Joel? Isaiah? Titus? 


A third girl reads the following, all giving the answers : 

A good librarian should also be ready to help people 
who ask such questions as these : 

Where can I find a book of songs? (Psalms.) 
can I read about Joshua? (Joshua.) 
Moses ? (Exodus.) Adamand Eve ? (Genesis.) Gideon ? 
(Judges.) Abraham? (Genesis.) Samuel? (1 Samuel.) 

What book will tell me about the capture of Jericho ? 


Where 
Joseph ? (Genesis.) 
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 eaprnee Noah and the flood? (Genesis.) David~ and 
the giant? (1 Samuel.) 

In what book can I find these words: ‘‘In the begin- 
ning, God?’’ (Genesis.) ‘* Blessed is the man that walk- 
eth not in the council of the ungodly ?'’ (Psalms.) ‘* Thou 
shalt have no other gods before me?’’ (Exodus.) ‘I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of 
the Lord ?’’ (Psalms, ) 


Hymn : ‘* Thy word is like a garden, Lord.’’ (The girls 
may sing the first verse, the boys the second, and all 
unite in the third and fourth.) 

ScriptuRE: First Boy: Seek ye out of the book of Jeho- 
vah and read, 

Second boy: Search the Scriptures. ° 

Group of younger girls: Open thou mine eyes that I may 
behold wondrous things out of thy law. 

Group of younger boys: Make me to understand the way 
of thy precepts. 

Group of older boys: 
commandments. 

Group of older girls: Thy word is a lamp unto my feet 
and a light unto my path. 


Make me to go in the path of thy 


First gird; — The law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the 
soul : 
The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise 
the simple, 


Second girl: The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing 
the heart: 
The commandment of Jehovah is pure, en- 
lightening the eyes. 
The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring for 
ever; : 
The ordinances of Jehovah are true, and 
righteous altogether (Psa. 19 : 7, 8, 9). 
Verses 10 and 11 may be given by a fourth and fifth girl, 
or by the first three in unison. : 
RECITATION : One of the youngest girls : 
Holy Bible, book divine, 
Precious treasure, thou art mine ; 
Mine to tell me whence I came, 
Mine to teach me what I am ; 
Miue to chide me when I rove, 
Mine to tell the Saviour's love ; 
Mine to comfort in distress 
If the Holy Spirit bless ; 
Mine to tell of joys to come 
In the heavenly Father's home ; 
Holy Bible, book divine, 
Precious treasure, thou art mine, 


Third girl: 


Hymn : ‘‘I love to tell the story ’’ (verses I, 3, 4). 
RECESSIONAL (from platform to seats). 
—Emma Ernestine Porter, Newton Centre, Mass. 


< 
Why the Bibles Were Prized 


OR a number of years it has been the custom in 
the First Presbyterian Sunday-school of .Had- 
donfield, N. J., of which I am now Superin- 

tendent, to present a Bible to each of the children 
promoted from the Primary to the Junior Department. 
Formerly this promotion was held on Children’s Day, 
but for the past two years the promotion service has 
been held in the fall, and the Bibles have been 
awarded at that time. 

This custom has continued long enough to enable 
us to form an opinion as to its wisdom. We have 
found it extremely helpful, and can heartily recom- 
mend it to other schools. The gift of a Bible to a 
child nine years of age comes just at the time when 
the child is first able to read the Bible intelligently. 
In these days when the child has no sense of owner- 
ship in the books used by it in the day school, and 
when much of its reading is supplied by books bor- 
rowed from the public library, the sense of ownership 
in the Bible given to it counts for a great deal. It is 
also a recognition of the fact that the child has com- 
pleted the required work of the Primary Department, 
and in that sense may be looked upon as a reward of 
merit. It is during the child's stay in the Junior 
Department that he receives his.first comprehensive 
knowledge of the Bible and is taught to use it. 

Under the system in use in our school the children 
all have their own Bibles with which to begin their 
work in the Junior Department, and as they are looked 
upon as a reward for work actually accomplished they 
are proud of their possession and glad to bring them 
to Sunday-school. Parents tell us that the Bibles re- 
ceived by their children in this way are prized as their 
most valued possession. sh be : 

We have had children move away from the town a 
month or two before promotion time, and their parents 
have written to us and asked us if it would not be pos- 
sible to get the Bible for the children by paying for 
it, because the children had been looking forward for 
an entire year to receiving it. Of course in such 
cases we have been glad to send the Bible without 
charge. This shows the keen interest that the chil- 
dren have in the matter. There were two such cases 
last year in our Sunday-school.—f Fithian Tutem, 
Haddonfield, N. J. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


ID you ever see a good fight? Oh, no, I don’t 
mean a fight like a rough-house between two 
toughs or anything like that. There isn’t any- 

thing ‘‘ good” about that. It’s bad all the way 
through. ‘The fighters are bad and their reasons for 
fighting are bad, and the chances are that the fight- 
ing itself is not fair and square, but foul and dirty,— 
‘thit below the belt,” and all that. No, 1 mean a 
good” fight,—a fight for the right and in the right 
spirit,—the kind Paul had in miud when he said to 
Timothy, ‘I have fought a good fight.” There is 
plenty of call for the fighting spirit in the cause of 
right in this world, but it does not lead to blows and 
hard words and the mean, brutal things that the 
toughs do. When you are fighting for the right, you 
must fight in the right way and in the a spirit. 
—— fought that way. Yes, he was a fighter. He 

ung out his banner of truth, and when chose money- 
loving Pharisees attacked him he did not back down, 
but told them straight out what the truth was, and 
told them that they were wrong and — they were 
wrong. He fearlessly did what was right when he 
ate with the publicans and sinners, and defended 
it, too, 

This world has more than enough of the men who 
are willing to fight each other. What we need is 
more boys, girls, men, and women who have spunk 
enough to be like Jesus in their defense of what is right, 
and who are not afraid to follow him in his brave fight 
for truth, 


The Teacher's Survey 
[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the ‘Times.] 


Like the parable we had last week, this also is a 
difficult passage, and the teacher will do well to follow 
the cautions against misinterpreting this parable as 
given by Dr. Riddle and Dr. Thomas in their prepara- 
tory paragraphs. 

here is rot much danger of a teacher going very 
far astray if he will keep one thing clearly in mind,— 
that is, that this parable is, as Dr; ‘Thomas says, 
the fifth parable in a series that were spoken on the 
same occasion, and the primary purpose of the para- 
ble is not to teach us what the future world is like, 
but to teach us that zz the future world we shall be 
held accountable for the way that we used our money 
in this world, 

If the teacher wishes to include verses 16-18 in the 
teaching of this lesson, useful hints will be found in 
Mr. Gordon's 8th and 9th paragraphs, and The Class 
in Session, With younger classes it may be less con- 
fusing to pass over these verses and stick to just one 
parable and its great teaching. Most younger minds 
will relish a clear presentation of why the request 
for a message to the rich man’s brothers was re- 
fused. Dr. Thomas gives it in Friday and Saturday 
studies. 

On the question of the Bible teaching concerning 
the dead, some suggestive thoughts may be found in 
the Open Letter entitled ‘‘When Our Best-Loved 
Ones Are Taken,” on page 278. How far the figures 
of this parable may be regarded as teaching truth is 
hinted at in another article on the Open Letter page, 
** Did Jesus Picture the Place of the Dead ?” 


The Class in Session 


When you are convinced that a person who is talk- 
ing to you is so hopelessly wrong that there is no use 
in talking to him_ about it you generally just laugh. 
That is what the Pharisees did when Jesus talked to 
them about the sacred use of money. The men were 
ge se ty and Jesus was poor, so they simply put 

is words down as those of a discontented agitator 
and scoffed at him (Dr. Riddle, v. :4; Mr. Gordon, 
paragraphs 6, 7; and Monday study). 

If you want to know how to conduct yourself when 
you are scoffed at, see how em did it. He did not 
get angry nor did he stop talking, but he persistently 
declared that they were wroug in God's eyes (Dr. 
Riddle, v. 15). Verses 16 and 18 seem to have very 
little connection with what precedes and what fol- 
lows. Probably what Jesus actually said on that 
occasion was much longer, and has been so condensed 
that it is difficult to connect with the rest. Possibly 
the connection is something like this: You think that 
- because you are strict keepers of Pharisaic rules, you 
are safe both in this life and that life tocome. You 
deceive yourself. Since John the Baptist and I came 
there is a new era, and Geatiles and any one can 
come freely into the kingdom of God. Moreover, 
your legal technicalities cannot abolish the funda- 
mental moral laws. Youreasy and frequent divorces 


oo 


Read Luke 16 : 16-18 


[The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 16 : 19-31.] 


19 Now there was a certain rich man, and he was clothed 
in 7—_ and fine linen, ! faring sumptuously every day : 20 
and a certain ar named Lazarus was laid at his gate, full 
of sores, 21 and desiring to be fed with the crumids that fell 
from the rich man’s table; yea, even the dogs came and 
licked his sores. 22 And it came to pass, that the ar 
died, and that he was carried away by thé angels into Abra- 
ham's bosom ; and the rich man also died, and was buried. 
23 And in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and 
seeth Abraham afar off, and in his bosom. 24 And 
he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, 
and cool my tongue ; for I am in anguish in this flame. 25 
But Abraham said, ? Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime 
receivedst thy good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil 
—— : but now here he is comforted, and thou art in anguish. 
26 And 8 besides all this, between us and you there is a great 
gulf fixed, that they that would pass from hence to’ you may 
not be able, and that none may cross over from thence to us. 
27 And he said, I pray thee therefore, father, that thou would- 
est send him to my father's house ; 28 for I have five brethren ; 
that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this 
place of torment. 29 But Abraham saith, ‘They have Moses 
and the prophets, let them hear them. 30 And he said, Nay, 
father Abraham : but if one go to them from the dead, they 
will repent. 31 And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, if one rise 
from the dead. 

1 Or, diving in mirth and splendor every day %Gr. Child. *% Or, 
in all these things 
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% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


[eae references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
er, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 14.—Who were the Pharisees? What are meant 
by ‘*these things’? which they had heard? Why did 
they, scoff at Jesus? (Riddle; Thomas, Monday study; 
Gordon, 6, 7; Class in Session, 1.) 

Verse 15.—What did Jesus mean here by ‘‘ justifying ”” 
one’s self:**in the sight of men,’’ and by the statement 
‘*that-which is exalted among men is an abomination in 
the sight of God’’? (Riddle.) 

Verse 19.—What significance was there in being clothed 
‘*in purple and fine linen’’? Was this a real incident or 
merely a parable? (Riddle } Mackie, 1, 2; Class in Ses- 
sion, 3.) . 

Verse 20.—Is anything more known of this beggar? 
Why was he laid at the rich man’s gate? (Riddle ; Mackie, 
2; Class in Session, 4.) 

Verse 22.—What was the significance of being carried 
**into Abraham’s bosom’’? (Riddle ; Thomas, Wednes- 
day ; Gordon, 11; Mackie, 4.) 

Verse 23.—What place was meant by Hades? What 
sort of ‘‘ torments ’’ did Jesus refer to? (Riddle ; Thomas, 
Thursday ; Class in Session, 5.) 

Verse 25.—Does this suggest that heaven was to even 
up the inequalities of earth? (Riddle ; Thomas, Thursday.) 

Verses 19-31.— What is the interpretation of this para- 
ble ? (Riddle ; Thomas, Thursday; Class in Session, 5.) 








are a sample of legal immorality, but God’s position 

on adultery is not affected by your laws (Mr. Gordon, 
aragraphs 4, 5). Dr. Thomas has a somewhat dif- 
erent explanation in Tuesday study. 

Then Jesus spoke a parable, the object of which 
was to teach these Pharisees that wealth does not 
mean that a man is certain of eternal bliss, nor poy- 
erty that he may not be blessed in the future, For 
they made the awful blunder of regarding wealth as 
a proof that they were God’s favored sons. We gen- 
erally call the rich man Dives (Dr. Riddle on v. 19). 
He is represented as being very wealthy; purple and 
fine linen meant that (Dr. Mackie, paragraph 1). He 
is. not represented as being vicious, but rather as 
merely using his wealth for himself, and as being in- 
different to the sufferings of a fellow human-being 
(Wednesday study, and Mr. Ridgway’s opportune 
paragraph on the fact that wealth does not make us 
generous), 

The poor man that Jesus used as a contrast has no 
character given him at all other than that his name 
which we may rightly take as describing what sort of 
man he was (Dr. Mackie, paragraph 2). Dives was 
not cruel to him, but simply indifferent, and what he 
received would have been thrown away anyhow. 
Both these men died, but there is some variation in 
the telling of their deaths (Wednesday study ; Dr. 
Riddle, v. 22). 

While all the phrases that Jesus uses in describing 
the place of the dead must not be interpreted liter- 
ally, the moral facts of this picture we may rely 
on as literally true. A rich man may be very. 


LESSON 7. MAY 17. THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS 


| Luke 16 : 14, 15, 19-31 Commit verses 30, 31 
Golden Text: Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he shall also cry, but shall not be heard.—Proverbs 21 : 13 





unhappy in the future, and a poor man may be 
very happy, and that great gulf surely means that 
their separation is now unalterable (Dr. Riddle, 
v. 26). There is no hint of a change in the 
character of the rich man (Friday study). His re- 
quest sounds unselfish enough. Why was it not 
granted? This Jesus answers directly, and this is 
evidently his personal, direct answer to such a ques- 
tion,—he would not perform a miracle at any time 
to convince the unrepentant, for the entirely conclu- 
sive reason that such a sign would have no effect 
(Friday and Saturday studies), 


The Lesson Summary 


The dangers attending prosperity and comfortable 
respectability did not pass away with that generation 
of Pharisees to whom Jesus talked. They are very 
much with us to-day. ‘The sin of Dives is about the 
easiest to fall intothat there is.. It is asin that Jesus 
apes about most often,—the sin of a dead heart, 
the sin of indifference, the sin of self-indulgence, the 
sin of self-will. 

The sin of Dives was the same as that of those who 
refused to come to the king’s supper and went their 
way, one to his farm, and another to his merchan- 
dise. It is the same as that of the men who passed 
by on the other side; it is the sin of all those who 
refuse to deny themselves, take up the cross, and 
follow Christ. What can we do about it? Can we 
not do something tremendous, send a fiery prophet, 
or would not some great outstanding miracle, like a, 
preacher come from the grave, do it? 

Jesus says it would not. They have the Old and 
the New Testaments, the churches, Sunday-schools, 
godly men and women, all about them, and if they 
will not hear it is because they w#// not. 


Questions for Class Use 


1. Why did the Pharisees sneer at what Jesus had said ? 

2. What was it about: them that was an abomination in 
the eyes of God? : 

3. What was the main’ point of this story of Dives ‘and 
Lazarus that Jesus meant the Pharisees to get? jo 

4. Ilow can I repeat the sin of Dives ? 

5. What is the gulf fixed between the godly and the un- 
godly? (Psa. 1.) ot 

6. What does this parable teach about the dangers of 
misused wealth ? 

7. Why was the request that Lazarus be sent as a mes- 
senger refused ? 


Other Teaching Points 

If you can find out what a man thinks about ‘money, you 
can come pretty close to the sort of religion that he has, 
People that are ‘‘lovers of money’’ don’t love anything 
else quite so much. 

It is indicative of something wrong in any man who 
scoffs and jeers at others. You can find some pretty 
stiff lists of sins in Paul’s Epistles that include ‘‘railing.’? 

It is rather sobering to think that wealth may be an 
abomination in the sight of God,—not just because it is 
wealth, but because men worship it, Abraham was very 
rich, so was Joseph, and Joseph of Arimathea, and proba- 
bly Barnabas. 

Sometimes you have wished that God would send a 
company of angels, put a fiery cross in the sky, or do 
something wonderful to compel men to ‘be converted, 
Jesus says that it can’¢ be done. The gospel, as it is, is 
the power of God unto salvation. You are doing the big- 
gest thing that can be done when you speak its message, 


A Glimpse of Next Week’s Lesson 
(Luke 17 : 1-10.) 
[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. ‘The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ home preparation, to be 
assigned in advance by the teaclrer.] 


There were slaves among the Jews at the time of 
Jesus’ life, and he used the ition of a slave who 
was the property of his master to illustrate the real 
position we are in with regard to God. We are his 
property, and our business is to do his work in his 
way. It's dangerous to interfere with God's plans. 


1. How can I bea hindrance to some of God’s little 
ones? 

2. Why is so decisive a judgment passed on those who 
become stumbling-blocks to others? 

3. Why should we forgive so freely? 

4. Show the facts of life that indicate that we are alto- 
gether in the hands of God. 

5. See if you can you discover in the lesson : 


A rough road, 

A steady worker, 
A credit account. 
A deep thought. 


Evanston, ILL, 


LESSON FOR MAY 17 (Luke 16: 14, 15, 19-32) 


The Righting Time is Coming 
By S. D. Gordon 


HE rich man didn’t miss heaven because he had 
riches, but because his riches had him. And 
certain other things with the riches had him, 

too. ‘They had him tight. They had him so tight 
that the divine in him, and the human too, were 
being squeezed out, leaving only the bony frame- 
work of a man. 

He had yielded to the lower passionate things until 
they swamped him. The dry rot of selfishness had 
sucked the common milk of human kindness clean 
out of him. He lived in sumptuous luxury, not 
oceasionally, but daily, every whim gratified regard- 
less of cost to himself or of labor or hardship to an- 
other. He was surrounded by every luxury from far 
and near that money could provide. he whole 
probability is that there was no more moral restraimt 
than there was of money restraint in satisfying what- 
ever appetite or passion or lust called for. 

Yet ay he had ‘a very good opinion of him- 
self. as he not charitable? Didn't he feed the 
mgs! man at his gate? Yes, with the ‘‘ crumbs” that 

e couldn’t possibly eat himself, being so full al- 
ready, and which his D te appetite would have 
promptly rejected. And there is no change in the 
after-picture ; no penitence for his selfishness, or 
sorrow for missing the true aim of life on the earth ; 
only distress because the horrid pain was eating at 
his vitals so, 

This —_ was a mirror held up to the Pharisees 
so they could look at themselves. These Pharisees 
understood the meaning of these stories,—the prod- 
igal son and his elder brother, the unjust steward, 
and this rich man. They understood these much 
better and more quickly than we sometimes do. ‘They 
weren't stupid. They were keen enough. They 
understood full well what Jesus was driving at in 
these stories. 

And this puzzling eighteenth verse about divorce 
is a part of the mirror held up to their faces. At first 
flush it seems lugged in. hat has it to do with 
what goes before or with what follows ? Ask the Phari- 
sees, They knew. Itis one of the simple master- 
touches in Jesus’ portraiture of them. It was a sharp 
home-thrust. And they felt it, and resented it. And 
they resented it all the more. because they knew how 
true it was. And so did the listening crowd know. 

{These men called Pharisees were the inner ruling 
clique that held thé natianal’ lines, and drove the 
national team for the furthéring of their own plans, 
and drove hard.. They were rich, lovers of money, 
and stopping short of nothing to increase their store. 
They had the magpie instinct (not entirely ufknown 
to-day) of getting for the mere sake of getting and 
having. ‘The habit had been yielded to so long that 
it had them bound hand and foot and—heart. For 
instance, they were the men that controlled the tem- 
ple-grounds. They had the selling of animals for 
sacrifice and the money-changing for the foreign 
Jews coming to the feasts so thoroughly organized 
that a good share of all profits drained into their own 
pockets, ° 

And they were the guardians of what they regarded 
as the nation’s orthodoxy, too, They were sticklers 
for a full proper belief, not only in the old faith, but 
in the old way of siating the faith, They were 
shrewd enough to hide behind a good thing. It was 
they who charged Jesus so many times with breaking 
the sabbath, and with calling himself the Messiah 
and the Son of God. Underneath all this, without 
doubt, was a painful recollection of how his temple- 
cleansing transaction had disturbed their plans, and 
discredited them in the eyes of the crowd. This 
class always likes to be classed as conservative in 
religion, Anything radical is too apt to dig into other 
matters that won’t stand digging into comfortably for 
the self-called conservatives. 

But undoubtedly there was worse. Wealth at this 
stage means luxury,—vigor-sapping luxury, dissipa- 
tion of the worst kind, a loosening of moral restraint, 
and always a loosening of that which lies at the very 
basis of social life,—the marriage tie. Jesus’ fre- 
quent reference to divorce, and the striking comment 
on his words by the disciples (Matt. 19: 10), make 
clear the horrible impurity eating at the vitals of the 
nation’s life, only partly covered up by their divorce 
regulations. 


Now in this story of the rich man these Pharisees _ 


see themselves characteristically,—rich, and enjoying 
riches in a daily riot of loose luxurious living, regard- 
less of moral restraint, but retaining all the outer 
conventional forms of religiousness, It’s an ugly 
picture. It was instantly recognized by these men, 
and by the crowd. No wonder these men hated 
Jesus and plotted his death. 

Has this mirror-story any modern use? Perhaps 
more than we care to admit. This much is clear,— 
cne may go out of the church on earth, even a church 
enriched by one’s hundreds and thousands (yet only 
‘‘crumbs” of the loaf kept for oneself), go out into 
the next world, and miss the only thing that we all 
long for there. s 

The poor man did not go to heaven because he was 
poor, of course. ‘The fact that he was seen in Abra- 
ham’s besom reveals at once his close kinship of spirit 
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with ‘‘the friend of God,” the man who “ believed 
God.” Inthe midst of his poverty and distress on 
the earth he never lost his faithin God. Not impos- 
sibly the Pharisees’ cunning shrewd control of the 
industrial life of their nation forced many a man into 
just such distressing circumstances. But this man 

ept his faith in God bright, and his spirit pure and 
gentle. He knew the straightening-out time would 
come. He trusted God to make things right, and he 
trusted not in vain. 

Things are uneven just now down on the earth. 
There are wrongs unrighted. But God has not for- 
gotten. Heslumbers not. He is waiting patiently that 
men may have the fullest opportunity. This is man’s 
time. God waits. He worketh even now for him 
that trusteth wholly. Some day—maybe not so far 
off—he will step again into the direc? action of the 
earth’s life, and then a// things will be righted. 


‘* We may be patient, for we know 
There’s such a little way to go,’’ 


New York Cry. 
= 


The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HE lesson is a continuation of the discourse be- 
un in chapter 15. The Pharisees present, 
earing what was said to the disciples about 

the right use of wealth, scoffed at Jesus. he para- 
ble of the Rich Man and Lazarus is an answer to 
their scoffing. It may be called a ‘‘parable” in the 
broad sense of the term, yet it is possible that verses 
19-22 present what actually occurred on earth. The 
latter part, where the scene is laid in the other 
world, must be treated very cautiously. Our Lord’s 
urpose was not to make a new revelation about the 
uture state, but, while using the popular language 
of the day on this subject, to enforce his teachings 
about wealth. 
Time and Place.—January, A. D. 30 ; somewhere 
in Perza. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 14.—7he Pharisees: The stricter sect among 
the Jews. At this period they were the chief oppo- 
nents of Jesus.—Heard all these things: What he 
had said in the preceding discourse to the disciples 
(vs. 2-19)--ealied at him: Possibly referring to the 
poverty of Jesus himself. re 

Verse ee fyyourselves: Declare yourselves 
to be righteous.—/hat which is exaltedamong men: 
The possession of wealth.—/s.an abomination in the 
sight of God: God regards the exaltation of wealth 
as an abomiration, and the parable enforces this 
estimate, 

Verse 19.—A certain rich man: Not named, often 
called ‘* Dives,” the Latin word for rich man. He is 
represented as a worldly man, leading a luxurious, 
godless life, but there is no evidence of special wick- 
edness.—Purple: An expensive cloth, from Fyre.— 
Fine linen: From Egypt, often very costly.—Faring 
sumptuously: Or, ‘living in mirth and splendor,” 
as any rich man might do. 

Verse 20.—Named Lazarus; Not to be identified 
with Lazarus of Bethany.. The name means, ‘' God 
a help.”"—/mid at his gate: ‘ Laid,” or, ‘‘ cast.” 
The ‘‘ gate” was the outer and only entrance. 

Verse 21.—Desiring to be fed: He probably got 
the crumbs, but was scarcely ‘‘fed’’ therewith. 
Licked his sores: Doubtless in pity. 

Verse 22.—7he beggar died: His burial is not 
mentioned ; a pauper’s funeral would pass unno- 
ticed.— Was carried away by the angels: His soul, 
hardly his body, as some hold.—Adraham’s bosom: 
Among the Jews this was a figurative expression for 
the state of blessedness after death. It is equiva- 
lent to ‘* Paradise” (Luke 23: 43) rather than to 
‘*heaven.” Hence the dialogue with Atraham is to 
be interpreted figuratively.— Was buried: Doubt- 
less with due pomp. 

Verse 23.—/z Hades: ‘‘Hell” is incorrect, since 
**Gehenna ” is not used, and the entire realm of the 
dead is introduced in what follows.—Being in tor- 
ments : He was in a place of punishment, but physi- 
cal torment is not implied.—Seeth Abraham afar 
off : The Jews thought the two sides of Hades were 
visible, one from the other. 

Verse 24.—Father Abraham: Hestill speaks as a 
Jew. The verse is, of course, figurative, but pre- 
sents what is essentially true, even beyond the fear- 
ful figure. It is not necessarily implied that such 
communications can actually occur. 

Verse 25.—Sou-: Greek, ‘‘child.” The relation to 
Abraham is acknowledged in an unavailing tone of 
pity and tenderness, ender : Memory remains, 
only to justify the punishment.—/n thy lifetime: 
This verse might suggest that inequalities of earth 
are equalized in the other world, but our Lord no- 
where implies that a rich man is punished -because 
he was rich or a poor man blessed because he was 
poor. The entire discourse points to the wrong use 
and estimate of wealth. 

Verse 26.—A great gulf fixed: It is held here 
that this cannot be taken literally. It is, moreover, 
not in accordance with the popular notions of these 


have an old-fashioned hell. 
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days. This deviation from the current views empha- 
sizes our Lord's teaching that a change of state is im- 
possible in the world of separated spirits, or Hades. 

Verse 28.—For / have "fue brethren: It is implied 
that they were living a godless life, as he himself 
had done. The detail is not unnatural, but the pur- 

of introducing it seems to have been to a 
out the truths of the following verses. The ric 
man’s solicitude could not avail. : 

Verse 29.—Moses and the prophets: That is, the 
Old Testament. It is implied that these brethren 
had not eae | used this revelation. 

Verse 30.—) 1. one goto them from the dead, they 
will repent: It is this mistaken view which the latter 
part of the parable clearly opposes. 

Verse 31.—Netther will they be persuaded, if one 
vise from the dead: There is a latent reference to 
our Lord’s own resurrection, which seemed to fail of 
persuading so oar. ; ; 

Verses 19-31.—The parable, in view of its peculiar 
imagery, must be interpreted with great caution. It 
cannot be literal in all its details, yet there are some 


‘truths obviously taught, at least by implication, and 


the interpreter is to discover these and emphasize 
them as our Lord’s own teaching respecting the 
future state. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“I Wish I Had.”"—A certain rich man... faring 
sumptuously every day (v.19). You have sometimes 
wished you were in the sumptuous faring class. You 
have said what you would do “if I were only rich.” 
If you had millions what would you do better than 
other millionaires ? .What you are doing with copper 
now is what you will do with gold then, If you are 
drying tears with your pennies you will dry tears 
with your dollars. If the pay envelope is a helper 
the dividend check and the coupon will be a bigger 
helper. Not otherwise (Matt. 25 : 23). The late Mr. 
Horace A. Beale, one of our most successful iron 
masters, when he was a poor clerk in the mill under 
the bridge, kept an old decrepit colored man and his 
wife out of his salary of forty dollars a month. When 
he got rich he looked after a small army of poor and 
helpless folks. He sailed to heaven upon a sea 
of real tears. Helpfulness never. comes with the 
wealth. Generous heart is heaven's gift and pre- ~ 
cedés the fortune. God can not'let some of ‘his fam-.. 
ily get rich. It would spoil most of. our Sunday- 
school folks to. fare sumptuously every day. I am 
sure there would be no ‘‘Corner.”. I’d be too busy 
with those millions (Prov. 30: 8, 9). 


Up There.—7 he beggar died... the rich man also 
died (v. 22). ‘Fhey had this one thing in common, 
and both came to it. So will we. Iam a funeral- 
goer, like all country folks, Friends and neighbors 
out here. At Dives’ funeral the other day all the 
furnishings, pictures, etc., that he loved were still 
there. ‘The broad acres still spread around. The 
bonds and stocks he loved and sacrificed for were all 
in the box up at the bank. ‘Then I stood by the side 
of the dead tramp they found in Dives’ barn. His 
estate lay around him! Nothing. Yes, I forgot, 
they found tied to a string around his neck a baby’s 
shoe. The two souls of rich man and tramp stand 
naked before God for just what they are, plus Jesus 
Christ or minus Jesus Christ, with the odds in favor 
of the man with the baby’s shoe. ‘* Love cover- 
eth a multitude of sins” (1 Pet. 4: 8). The Titanic 
went down with its millionafres and emigrants. 
The brave little orchestra playing ‘‘ Nearer, my 
God, to thee” as the great ship plunged to the 
bottom with/its human freight is the one bright spot 
in that sad Sunday night. All died, the humble two- 
dollar-and-a-half fiddler and the multimillionaire. 
Who had the best chance in eternity ? 


The Saints.— Father Abraham, have mercy (v. 24). 
There is a splendid book every one ought to read, 
called ‘‘ Letters from Hell.” ‘The author fancies that 
in the other world the folks in hell from time to time 
get a peep into the far-off heaven. This is one of the 
sore punishments of hell. St. Abraham could not help. 
You can’t depend upon your relations to help you in 
this world, no matter how rich they are, and you can’t 
depend upon them to help you in the next world, no 
matter how good they are. Your father may be a 
‘* friend of God,” but that will not prevent your find- 
ing a bridgeless gulf on that day you ‘‘take your 
chances.” As I write, some sort of new religious so- 
ciety. has just resolved that it is ‘‘unscriptural” to 
There is no longer any 
fire ‘‘and that sort of thing.” However that may be, 
there is one thing certain, according to the authority 
of the only man who has ever been there and come 
back, the cry down there is for water and ‘‘ mercy.” 
If you think this comes from red pepper or something 
else, what is your Scripture reference? (Matt. 25 : 
46: 2.50t. 3 : 6.) 

When It’s Too Late.— Send him to my father's house 
(v. 27). If it were possible to flash wireless messages 
from hell every station would be clicking night and 
day with the same words that float on the streamer 
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over Ocean Grove, Greg Kicht with Gop, 
Hell is the most orthedox place in the uni- 
verse. Not an unbeliever there. No mes- 
sage comes, in spite of ante-mortem bargains, 
No come-back. We have Moses and the | 
prophets. You can do for your loved ones | 
when alive. If you fathers have no use for | 
religion and ‘*this Billy Sunday business ’’ | 
you-know what your boy has to expect. | 
Some folks, like Dives, get very loving to 
their brethren when it is too late, Here is 
love coming up out of hell. Is there earth- 
ward afiection even in hell? Is this the ex- 

lanation of 1 Peter 3 : 19? 
ute, Nothing now could be done. Of all | 
sad words of tongue or pen the saddest are 
these—hell holds fast its men, 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 
% 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLL readers are invited to assist inthe con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week, A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


Choking Our Sympathies.— //’/050 stop- 
peth his ears at the cry of the poor, He shall 
also cry, but shall not be heard (Goiden 
Text). <A lady, on getting into her carriage, 
remarked to the groom, ‘‘ Jackson, it’s a 
very cold day, Will you remind me when I 
get home to send some warm blankets to the 
poor people?’’ She arrived at her luxuri- 
ous and warm rooms, took off her furs, and 
over a cup of tea made herself comfortable. 
Later, when  senegre reminded her of the 
paneer blankets, her reply was, ‘‘ Ah, yes, 

remember; but it’s nice and warm now.”’ 
The rich man in warmth. and comfort. had no 
feeling for poor Lazarus at the gate.—/rom 
Sir Joseph Lyons in The Daily News and 
Leader, Sent by the Rev. J. A. Clark, 
Greetland, Halifax, Eng. 


Better Off, But—?— 7here was a certain 
rich man, and he was clothed in purple and 
fine linen, faring sumptuously every day 
(v. 19). Dan Crawford says that in the 
south of Africa there is, a certain. kind of 
civilization advancing, the civilization that 
brings drink, gambling, and all the rest with 
it. ‘*It was down that way,’’ he states, 
*¢that I was starting out for England, down 
by the railway head, where I and my black 
friends bade each other good-bye. Oh, how 
they looked at that railway! Then they 
asked me to explain to them about some of 
the things belonging to your so-called civili- 
zation. So I began gushing about all your 
wonderful civilization, How they looked 


But it was too ’ 





and listened! As I went on telling them of 
automobiles, :submarines, aeroplanes, and 
everything else, trying to draw a wonderful 
look from them, I noticed one man with an | 
uncomfortable look in his eyes, I could see 

he was waiting for me the way a cat waits | 
for a rat, Finally he said, as I stopped, | 
‘Are you finished?’ And then, dear | 
friends, he punctured my tire with a bang. 
I will never forget it. lle said, ‘lo be 
better off is not to be better.’’’—/rom Dan 
Crawford in ** Record of Christian Work.” 
Sent by Mary P. Kyle, Monmouth, Lil. The 
prise for this week is awarded to this tllus- 
tration. 


What He Got.— 7%e rich man also died | 
(v.22). Rev. H. H. Rottmann tells this 
story: A young man came to him asking him 
to officiate at his brother’s funeral. ‘* Let 
me see,’’? said Mr, Rottmann. ‘* Your 
brother was thirty-two years old ?’’ ‘* Yes,’’ 
‘*He worked hard for twenty years, didn’t 
he?’’ ‘*Yes,’’ ‘* Well, what did he get 
out of it?’? ‘* He left eighty acres of fine 
land, money in the bank, and $3,000 in in- 
surance.’’ ‘** Yes, that’s what yom get out 
of it; but what did 4e get out of it?’’ ** We 
are going to get him a $115 oak casket.’’— 
From Christian Endeavor World. Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn, 


The Sown Seed.— And it came to pass, 
that the beggar died, and that he was carried 
away by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: | 
and the rich man also died, and was buried 
(v. 22). ‘*I like to think,’? said D. L. 
Moody, ‘‘of the time when the dead shall | 
rise from their graves. We read, at those 
last rites for the dead, what we call the! 
‘burial service.’ It is an unfortunate ex- 
pression, Paul never talked of ‘burial.’ | 
He said the body was ‘sown ’—sown in cor- 
ruption,’ ‘sown in weakness,’ ‘sown in dis- 
honor,’ ‘sown a natural body.’ If I dry a! 
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bushel of wheat, I never expect to see it 
again; but if | sow it, I expect results. 
Thank God, our friends are not buried ; 
they are only sown!’’—from Record of 


Christian Work, Sent by L£lisabeth B. 
Stansfield, Pasadena, Cal. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


LOTHED in purple and fine linen (v. 
19). ‘The powder of the famous pur- 
ple dye is said to have been first ob- 

tained from a mollusk or clam found on the 
shore of Palestine between Tyre and Jaffa. 
Afterward a similar tint was obtained from 
the madder .plant, at one time extensively 
cultivated for that purpose around Damas- 
cus. Aniline dye is now used, It was 
always very expensive, and was used for 
coloring silk and woolen materials of dress. 
It became so emblematic of noble rank that 
the wearing of purple garments was forbid- 
den by statute to the common people. The 
selling of it brought Lydia to the Roman col- 
ony of Philippi, and to the knowledge of the 
gospel. 

A certain beggar named Lazarus (v. 20). 
The name means, ‘*‘ My God is a help.”’ 
Such names suggestive of trust in God abound 
in the East. Our Lord might easily have 
met such a man so named and situated, and 
the implied challenge to God’s_ personal 
dealings would create the parable, All that 
the divine help had. brought to him in this 
world was that he found. himself ordained to 
be a certain beggar, Similarly a poor old 
devout Jew of to-day is called Baruch 
(blessed of God), and laments that two great 
sorrows have come into his life: he is hin- 
dered by blindness from reading his beloved 
Lohar commentary, and his sons, who lov- 
ingly care for him, have become reformed 
Jews. | But he .believes that God under- 
stands, and he is still Baruch. The Moslem 
porter staggers along, under his heavy load, 
and it is none the lighter because his name 
is ’Abd-il-Kerim (servant of the Bountiful). 
But he remembers that God is the Lord of 
the two worlds, the present and the future, 
and he wipes his brow in patient hope. 
Poverty in the East is free from the self- 
inflicted degradation, personal and inherited, 
of alcohol. The poor are regarded as being 
so by an act of God, beyond humar. control, 
the result of physical injury or infirmity, or 
old age without family support. Relief to 
the poor is regarded as a service to God, and 
this fact is the beggar’s text at every house 
door. 

Even the dogs came andelicked his sores 
(v. 21). Dogs in the East have no house- 
hold ownership, but live independently in 
the streets on the refuse thrown into the 
ditch from the neighboring houses. Each 


| Section of the town has its own colony of 


scavenger dogs, and these eagerly combine 
on the first alarm bark to drive off any in- 
truder from another section. One of these 
dogs may often be seen approaching a beggar 
who has just received a consignment of 
broken bread and food remnants from a 
neighboring house, as many Orientals shrink 
from throwing bread on the ground. The 
beggar puts into his ‘‘collectanea’’ bag what 
he thinks is worth keeping, and throws the 
rest away. While this critical examination is 
going on the dog gradually approaches, lick- 
ing his lips, swaying his body playfully, and 
giving an occasional whine to draw attention 
to a brother in the same profession. He pro- 
ceeds by cautious stages, as he may either 
get something from the beggar’s superfluity 
or a clout from his staff. If he offers the 
dog a piece of the plain bread he is himself 
eating the latter smells it carefully for a 
minute, as if to make sure that such an in- 
dignity has been put upon him, and moves 
off with a wag of his tail by way of acknowl- 
edging the good intention, but he feels 
qualmish at the smell of mere bread, At such 


| a moment poor Lazarus had a reserve of at- 


tractivenesss in his sores! 

Into Abraham’s bosom (vy. 22). A figure 
of Jewish theology for justification by blood, 
acceptance in the beloved by the claim of 
descent. The rest of the parable 
qualifies this claim by the condition that the 
children of Abraham should live and act like 
Abraham. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


i ia traveler in Palestine to-day sees few 
rich men, few grand houses, though 

beggars are many and forlorn, One 
gets an idea of wealth and social distinctions 
in an Oriental town if he has a chance to 
observe the differences in women’s clothes. 
The wife’s gowns and jewelry are sure to 
grow more impressive as the husband’s for- 
tune increases ! 

Let us this week visit the sheikh or village 
mayor at Ramallah, a town ten miles north 
of Jerusalem, The official has come out into 
the courtyard of his home and his wife stands 
beside him. Ramallah is a Christian village, 
so we are not surprised to see the sheikh 
holding a string of large beads such as Greek 
men carry about with them, The wife, 
though decorously provided with a long veil, 
does not think it necessary to cover her face 
in our presence, as did the poor Mohamme- 
dan housewives at Emmaus oe ce 12). 

This village chief is himself simply dressed, 
—a long robe of white cotton is nearly cov- 
ered by another of colored woolen, and that 
by a short, ornamental jacket, Over his 
shoulders is flung a voluminous cloak of 
heavy homespun woolen stuff—just such a 
cloak as Paul left at Troas and needed dur- 
ing the chilly Roman winter (2 Tim. 4 : 13). 
One finger-ring is his modest allowance of 
jewelry. Nineteen hundred years ago rich 
Jews used to have under-robes of the finest 
linen and outer-robes of precious silks im- 
ported from lands farther east. It was com- 
mon then for men to wear earrings and 
bracelets of gold. 

But in this case it is the wife who displays 
the family wealth. Her own over-jacket is 
stiff with silken embroidery, Her wrists are 
covered with braceléts. Her head-dress is 
heavy with decorative strings of overlapping 
coins, and chains with dangling pendants 
hang about her neck. As a matter of fact, 
she is probably wearing all the reserve cap- 
ital of the household ; for Oriental custom 
regards investments in feminine jewelry as 
we regard savings-bank deposits. 

A daughter of the house looks out toward 
her mother through heavy iron bars which 
guard an unglazed window of the house. 
Without doubt such a rich man as figured in 
our Lord’s story would have had his own 
windows thus protected, for not all the poor 
were sick and helpless like Lazarus} many 
were thieves, who took reckless chances of 
having to pay a horrible penalty for their 
adventure (Mark 15 : 27). 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘*‘ The sheikh 
and his wife at Ramallah.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this 
heading, applied as usual to the Iessons for the 
vear. The use of the stereographs will be 
found a most practical help in making the 
lesson places read. Forty-eight places will be 
visited during 1914; the forty-eight stereo- 
graphs cost $8.00, and, if they are all ordered at 
one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case is 
given free. welve places will be described 
with the lessons of this quarter; cost, $2. The 
five for May alone, 84 cents. (Less-than four 
in one order are 20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 
85 cents each. Lantern slides of the same 
scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 
cents each; sepia-tinted, 55 cents: colored, 
$1.10. In orders for twenty-five or more at one 
time prices are: plain sides, 40 cents each ; 
sepia, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or ex- 
press will be prepaid on all orders for stereo- 
graphs or stereoscopes. Address The Sunday 
School Times Co., 103t Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our blessed 
Saviour, thou who knowest all about this life and 
the life that lies just beyond, we come to thee 
because thou only hast the words of eternal life. 
Keep us from treasuring the things of this world 
that will be useless when we go to live with thee. 
Teach us to listen to the cry of distress from the 
poor and needy, that we may help them. Lord, 
save those among our friends and loved ones 
who are away from thee and do not know their 
sore need. Save them, as thou hast saved us, 
from the place of torment. In thy name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.— There is something 
that causes more evil than the love of strong 
drink. Indeed, it is at the root of the great 
liquor traffic and its continuance in our land, 
It is the love of money. Jesus knew that 
this would be so, and that is why he is so 
eager to warn his disciples about money. 
Last week we studied how Jesus wanted us 
to spend our thoughts, not on the selfish 
pleasures and the fame of this life, but for 
something in an unseen world. To-day we 
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have studied how Jesus lifted the veil that 
hides that unseen world; and he shows us a 
poor man. who trusted in God anda rich 
man who used his riches only for self. ‘The 
poor man was perhaps put in an unmarked 
grave, but angels were waiting for him, and 
took him to the place of blessedness, The 
rich man doubtless had an expensive funeral, 
but in the other world he was so poor that 
all he asked for was to have Lazarus cool his 
lips. The rich man thought that God had 
been unfair in not warning him of what 
would be the end of those who lived forself 
in this world, and he asked Abraham to 
send Lazarus to warn his brothers, Abra- 
ham’s answer shows that both the rich man 
and his brothers had had all the warning they 
needed, and as much opportunity as poor 
Lazarus for trusting in God, , 

The other day I visited with a friend a 
cemetery where some of my loved ones are 
buried, We read together at the grave the 
promises about the resurrection of those who 
are ‘‘asleep in Jesus.’? What could ‘these 
loved ones tell us if we might speak with 
them for just a moment! So we thought. 
But they could tell us nothing that we need 
to know which we cannot find out from what 
God has plainly told us in his Word, That 
is what Jesus is teaching about this rich man 
who had no excuse for living such a life that 
he should go the place of torment. As ‘we 
pray. let us ask that we may hear and keep 

is Word about using our money, be it little 
or much, for him, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘‘I'm but a stranger here."’ 

‘* In the hour of trial."’ 

‘* Jesus calls us, O’er the tumult.”’ 
“My hope.is built on nothing less."’ 

‘* My soul, be on thy guard.” 

‘** O God, mine inmost soul convert.”’ | 
‘* When I survey the wondrous cross."’ 
** Who is on the Lord's side ?"’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 34 : 11-22 (72 : 1-3). 

Psalm 9 : 9-18 (14 22, 9. £0). 
Psalm 136 : 1-5, 23-26 (293 : t-3).° 
Psalm 49': 1-20 (103°: 1, 4, 6, 10). 
Psalm 91 : 9-16 (184 : 7, 8, lo, 11). 
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Three-Minute Nature Talks 
By Lee McCrae 


Fifty-two informal little nature talks are being 
given in this column for the use of teachers of 
the younger children, or for parents on Sunday 
in the home. Designed to be used in the mid- 
dle of the opening service in the Sunday- 
school, they should be given without introduc- 
tion, and followed possibly by a “song that 
fits,"" or a word of prayer. The teacher need 
not follow closely the order of the talks, but 
should fit some to the weather or other local 
conditions, and omit, supplement, or adapt 
others. The talks may be simplified for still 
younger children, or elaborated for the Juniors. 


21. Things Our Eyes Cannot See 


NE day a little boy. said to me, ‘* How 
do you know that ‘God is every- 
where ’?”’ ; 

What would you have said to that little 
boy? (Pause for a possible answer.) 

I said, ‘* Because the Bible tells us so, 
and because I know this world could not 
take care of itself. He who made it must 
keep it going and keep it safe.”’ 

Then the little boy screwed up his fore- 
head and asked, ‘‘ How can he be every- 
where and we not see him?’’ 

‘Did you ever see a wind-storm?”’ I 
asked. 

‘Oh, yes! A bad one!”’ he replied. 

** But you did not see the wind itself? ’’ 

He nodded his head like this, but I said, 
*¢Oh, that wasn’t the wind—only the dust 
blowing down the street, the leaves shaking, 
trees bending over, and loose things flying 
about. Then you heard it striking against 
the house and making a noise in the trees, 
but you did not really see it. It is like this: 
you hear me talking now and see my lips 
move ; you know what my words mean, but 
you do not see my words, do you?’’ 

**No!”? he cried, laughing. ‘I under- 
stand now !”’ 

Boys and girls, listen! There are many 
things our eyes tell us; our ears fell us some 
more, and our noses and hands help us to 

















LESSON FOR MAY 17 (Luke 16 : 14, 15, 19-31) 


learn still more; but there are things that 
our eyes and ears and noses and hands can- 
not teach us, and one of these is about the 
great God. What he is like, how he made 
the world out of nothing, how he can be 
everywhere at one time—these and many 
other wonderful things that must be true, we 
cannot understand until we get to heaven. 
And it is not strange we cannot under- 
stand such hard things when we cannot see 
the wind that blows us pone Sr or see the 
words we keep talking. e know some 
things without seeing or hearing. Just so we 
know that God is everywhere, 
BIRMINGHAM, ALA, 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


THOUGHT from Last Sunday’s Teach- 
ing (at the time for the offering).— 
Your parents are not here and your 
teachers cannot tell. whether every child will 
be faithful and honest to drop into the offer- 
ing the money with which you started from 
home, Some one does see and know. ——? 
God knows the heart of every child, and is 
pleased with those who are faithful. ‘* He 
that is faithful in a very little is faithful also 
in much,’’- (See last week’s song.) 


** Faithful in very little things, 
O Saviour, may I be.”’ 


Lesson Teaching for To-day.—The helpers 
of Jesus should care for the poor. 

- Before. the .Siory.—Let the children tell 
about any familiar, unfortunate person in 
your neighborhood. — City children know the 
Jocation where a blind or lame beggar may 
usually be seen, or some poor fellow who 
plays or sings to earn a little money. Now- 
adays, in Christian lands, there are ways in 
which the blind and.lame may learn to work 
and earn aliving. In Chicago, a man who 
lost both legs keeps a corner news-stand and 
does a-good business. Other newsboys are 
kind to him. Years ago such a man would 
have been a beggar. 

Lesson Stary.--When Jesus was. on earth, 
he was.always helping.the poor and the sick, 


‘‘ His hands were always lielping, 
And his eyes were always kind ; 
And he never was too busy 
‘Yo heal the sick and blind."’ 

(Song Stories for the Sunday-school ; Chicago, C. F. 
Summy, 15 cents). 

Some of the people who watched and 
heard Jesus did not seem to care what hap- 
pened to the poor and sick. They even 
scoffed and mocked at Jesus, so he told them 
about ‘‘ The Rich Man and Lazarus.”’ The 
description in the Scripture language is very 
grapbic. Relate as many of the details as 


seem wise for tender-hearted children from | 


six to eight years old, 

Note.—It is improbable that children were 
present when Jesus talked that day. (See 
v. 18.) His audience consisted of grown 
men, among whom were hard-hearted, rich, 
and selfish Pharisees. (See v.14.) All the 
characters and all the experiences which he 
related belonged to men. Primary children 
are old enough to be taught sympathy and 
consideration for the unfortunate and poor. 
Instead of picturing too vividly what might 
happen to a hard-hearted man after death, 
direct the generous impulses of children to 
practical opportunities for helping other 
children. There are needy babies in the 
day nurseries and foundlings’ homes; there 
are unfortunate or sick children in hospitals 
and homes for crippled children, etc. Some 
opportunity exists In every city and town. 

On sand-board, blackboard, or by picture, 
the great contrasts of the story may be pre- 
sented. The rich man had good clothes, a 
good home and friends, good food and plenty 
of it, and he lived to have a good time. Poor 
Lazarus at the gate was sick, hungry, and 
helpless, and his friends were the dogs. As 
the rich man passed through the gate in his 


carriage. or walking, he little thought what | 


beautiful things God was preparing for Laz- 
urus in heaven. When he left his poor, 
tired, sick body be was carried by angels to 
be with Abraham, the friend of God, and he 
was happy. Read, ‘*God himself shall be 
with them and be their God, . . . there shall 
be no more crying, nor pain any more”? 
(Rev. 21: 3, 4). Sing, ‘*In that beautiful 
place he has gone to prepare.”’ 

When the rich man died, he saw Lazarus 
in heaven, but he could not go to him. He 
wanted Lazarus to come and help him, but 
Abraham said, ‘‘In your life you received 


good things, and Lazarus hard things. Now 
he is comforted and you have sorrow.’? You 
did not lay up any treasure in heaven, The 
rich man wanted Lazarus to go back to earth 
to warn all his family and friends, but Abra- 
ham said they wouldn’t listen if he did go. 

After the Story.—lf we want treasure in 
heaven we must remember God’s poor on 
earth, ** Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry 
of the poor, he also shall cry, but shall not 
be heard.” __ 

As summer approaches, the children might 
help to provide a country outing for some 
one or more living in the hot crowded parts 
of the city. Under the auspices of the Sal- 
vation Army, or kindred organizations, a 
little money goes a long way. 

In China, as two missionary ladies were 
hurrying home toward dark, they heard a 
faint cry by the roadside, and picked up a 
bundle in which was a tiny baby girl, whose 
parents had thrown her away. At the mis- 
sionary home the baby was fed and washed 
and loved. As she grew older she was 
taught and helped to become a Bible teacher. 
(Repeat Matt. 25 : 40 b.) 

‘ Hand-work.—Write some way in which 
you can earn‘ard save money to help some- 
body, or make a drawing of what you can do. 


CHICAGO, 
% 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


1. Riches and Poverty : 
The World's Viewpoint. 
Jehovah's Viewpoint. 

2. The Beggar at Our Gate, 


AN you tell us anything about beggars 

4 in Oriental countries? The girls had 

read in school about these beggars, 
so they told some facts and I told of some I 
had seen in Italy and elsewhere. The girls 
also told of dogs in Palestine. 

Our lesson to-day is of just such a poor 
beggar laid at a rich man’s gate. We read 
the story and discussed riches and poverty 
a) from the world’s viewpoint and (4) from 
f ovah’s ‘viewpoint. 


Riches and Poverty: 


Have the girls give the evidences of 
worldly wealth. Explain ‘‘ purple and fine 
linen,’”’ ‘‘faring sumptuously,’’ etc. Note 
the marks of poverty. 
| One cannot always judge poverty by out- 
| side appearance. I told of a girl 1 know 
| whose clothes are poor and shabby, yet her 
| mother told me she was the blessing of the 
| home. That girl is one of the really rich 
; ones. This seemingly rich man is really poor. 
| Explain why. Explain then Jehovah’s idea 
| of riches and explain the relative values of 
** fine linen,’’ fine houses, etc., and spiritual 
| riches. While nothing is told of the history 
| of Lazarus, we must conclude that he was a 
| good man because he is rewarded. Let the 
| girls. discover the reason why the rich man 
| did not help Lazarus. 





The Beggar at the Gate: 


Develop the following thoughts: 

1.. This rich man’s sin was selfishness ; 
are we selfish, too? 

2. If he did not see the beggar it was be- 
cause he was not looking for some with whom 
to share his good things. 

3- No one in this class is too poor to help 
some one else. 

4. Beggars are not always in rags 
have money and fine clothes. 

5. They are not always begging for food ; 
perhaps it is love or sympathy or encourage- 
ment which they crave. 

6. Such beggars rarely ask in words for 
what they so sorely need. 

7. Could the rich man have excused him- 
self by saying, ** Lazarus never asked me to 
help him ’’? 
| ‘The beggar’s condition is the appeal, and 

your supply is your responsibility to respond. 

Where is your ‘‘gate’’? Does it mean 
the iron gate in front of your home, or your 
‘*back gate’?? Could you see a beggar 
at your gate if you were miles away from 
home? Suppose the rich man hadn’t really 
seen Lazarus, does that excuse his selfish- 
ness? This man’s selfishness resulted in 
what? What will it mean to us? 

Suppose you haven’t seen any one during 


; some 





could share, what is the difficulty with you ? 

There are needy not only at our own gate 
but at the gafe of the church and at the gate 
‘ of this country. What can be done for them ? 





this past week who needed something you | 
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Let us be watchful during the coming 
week for opportunities to share good things 
with others, 


Home Work on Next Week's Lesson 

Read Luke 17: 1-10. What is a stumbling- 
block? To what kind of people would it be 
dangerous? How is a girl sometimes a 
stumbling-block to another spiritually? 

Read Matthew 18: 4-11. : 

Memorize 1 Corinthians 1 : 31. 

What did Paul decide to do in order that 
he might not be a stumbling-block? Read 
1 Corinthians 8. and 1 Corinthians 11: 19. 
What makes a profitable servant? How are 
we unprofitable servants of Jesus even’ when 
we have done our best ? 

Could we ever by our greatest effort earn 
eternal life? 


PHILADELPHIA, 


% 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


*¢ | F you had a million dollars, what would 
you do with it?’’ was the way teacher 
egan last Sunday. 

** Get a big automobile,’’ sang out Skinny 
the first thing. 

**Go to a ball game and sit in the grand- 
stand every day,’’ grinned Bulldog Jones. 

**7’d get on the train and ride and ride 
and ride,” put in Bert. ‘*I’d go clear to 
Jerusalem, and see it, and the Dead Sea, and 
all those places.’’ 

‘Oh, boys,’’? remarked teacher, looking 
disappointed, ‘‘all that would be serving 
self, instead of using your monéy to make 
friends for all eternity, as last lesson taught ; 
and to-day’s lesson is a still more striking 
story on the same subject.” 

He had us read the lesson. Then he 
called for the home questions. Our answers 
showed that the rich, selfish Pharisees got 
mad at Jesus for his straight teaching against 
Mammon, so he told this story about the 
rich man and Lazarus to show them what 
they would come to if they didn’t stop loving 
money so. 

My question was the one about the rich 
man’s sin. Mother and I agreed that his 
sin was not in being rich, but in serving 
Mammon instead of God. 

Teacher got the picture and the stefeo- 
scope ready next. He explained that rich 
men are not so many nor so rich in Palestine 
now as they used to be, but there are some 
rich natives still, and this was a photograph 
of one of them, with his wife standing by 
him, and his daughter looking out of a win- 
dow in his stone-house. He passed the 
picture around and every fellow took a look. 
But it didn’t look like a very rich man to us, 
Teacher pointed out all the jewelry the wife 
wore, and explained that their clothes were 
lots finer than they looked in the picture. 
But I know the man in the lesson must have 
been heaps richer than this one. 

About Lazarus, Fred Keller thought it 
wasn’t his being so poor that took him to 
heaven, but his being so poor led him to 
trust God, and that saved him. 

Teacher thought so too. He said it was 
lots harder for a man to be a real Christian 
if he was rich, and that many of the best 
Christians in the world are poor in money. 

Skinny had an idea this Lazarus was the 
one that lived at Bethany, but teacher put 
him straight on that. 

Then we talked about Abraham’s bosom, 
Teacher declared it meant Paradise, where- 
ever that is, and that they were represented 
as having a feast, with Lazarus reclining close 
to Abraham, like John did to Jesus at the 
last supper. 

Next he asked about the gulf between 
heaven and hell. Bulldog thought it must 
be the distance. He said heaven is so high 
up and hell so far down it must be more 
than a million miles between them. But | 
teacher explained that no one knows how | 
far heaven is; that it may be close by,, and | 
we not able to see it. He believes the gulf | 
is in men’s own hearts. He said at death | 
men’s characters are fixed for good or bad. 
The rich man was still the same kind of fel- 
low, and it was too late to change. He 
wanted to escape his sufferings, but he 
wasn’t sorry for his sins, nor anxious to be 
good. He still wanted Lazarus to wait on 
him. The gulf that couldn’t be crossed was 
the gulf between the rich man’s heart and | 
God, 

He went on how the death of Christ is a | 
bridge across the gulf between God and sin- | 
ful hearts, but that unless we cross that 
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bridge in this life death cuts us off from it, 
and it is too late, 

He told about a man that got caught in a 
burning building. ‘There was a fire-eseape, 
and he had plenty of time. But he waited 
so long to get his valuables together that the 
floor in the hallway fell in, and then there 


was a gulf between him and the fire-escape _ 


that he couldn’t cross, so he perished. 
That’s why the Bible says, ‘* Now is the ac- 
cepted time, behold now js the day of salva- 
tion.”’ 

We had one more home question, that one 
about would people now believe the preach- 
ing of one raised from the dead, 

‘*Huh,’”’? exclaimed Bulldog Jones, ‘‘a 
dead person couldn’t come to life. If he did 
it would be a sure sign he hadn’t been 
dead,” 

‘* There you have your answer,’’ declared 
teacher. ‘* Instead of believing his message, 

ople would even deny his resurrection. 

o,” he went on, ‘‘ what we need is not 
more truth. We have enough truth now to 
convert the world, What people lack is 
faith, and the willingness to believe, when 
believing means surrender to Christ.’”’ 

He had us all shut our eyes, ‘*Can you 
see anything ?’’ he asked. 

We told him no. 

‘*Could you see any better if I should turn 
on more lights ?’’ . 

** No, sir,’’ we all said. 

‘¢‘Then more light about heaven would do 
no good, even if it should be brought by a 
departed spirit, so long as men keep their 
eyes blinded by sin. Oh, boys,’’ he went 
on, *‘it all rests with us now, to yield our- 
selves continually to God.” 

For next week we each have to write out 
and bring in three ways that we might ‘cause 
other boys to do wrong, and three ways that 
we might keep them from doing wrong. 


West TERRE Haute, IND. 





For Family Worship 


By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











NE of the reasons why some of us get 
into ruts and monotony in ‘otr work 
and worship is that we never get 

away from i: H we could get away only for 
a short time, or a little distance, we would 
get a better perspective and a‘ far clearer 
view. The eyes weaty if always used for 
near-by work. They need the distant vision ; 
and just so with the mind, the body,, and the 
heart. ‘*Come ye apart into a desert spot,”’ 
said the Saviour, and he knew and appropri- 
ated its blessing. 

A friend of mine tries to take a trip across 
the continent some time each year, that he 
may keep in tguch with progress, but even 
more that he may the more readily keep him- 
self from becoming narrowed and settled 
amid his own surroundings. This of course 
is not within the realm of the practical or 
possible for most of us, but books of travel, 
lectures, pictures, friendships, and other 
facilities may keep us from becoming pro- 
vincial and stale. Nothing makes the home 
brighter than glimpses into the outer world 
and into unfamiliar scenes, 

A good book of travel in the Holy Land 
will take one out of himself and stimulate 
new thought and interest. This will show 
itself in the home when passages of Scripture 
rejer to that land, It will give a freshness 
and vigor to prayer, and will deepen rever- 
ence and devotion. A conversation as to 
the geography of the Bible, and as to certain 
nations for which we are to pray will help. 
Also something as to the countries where 
missionary friends are working. ll this 
may tend to arouse and stimulate interest 
and thought. 


May | to 17 
Mon.— Luke 16: 14, 15, 19-31. 
The Rich Man and 


This story is not a pleasing one to those 


| whose hearts are not right toward God, and 


who are living for their own satisfaction. 
But the words which just precede it are even 
more remarkable. ‘‘ That which is exalted 
among men is an abomination in the sight of 
God.’’ Are we justified before men or he- 
fore God ? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the sim- 
ple, worthy virtues of commonplace life; for 
thrift, promptiness, tidiness, care, diligence, 
courage, obedience, kindness, thoughtfulness, 
fatthjulness, and cheerfulness. 


Pray that 
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we may want to acquire these characteristics 
as the natural expression of our lives, 


Tues.—Job 31: 16-28. Disinterested Benevolence. 

Surely Job was a just and upright man, 
and one who feared and served God {aith- 
fully. He did right for right’s sake and not 
for its reward, When adversity came, he 
was not cast down, for his conscience was 
clear before God and man. 


PRAYER SU6GESTIONS: Remember in 
prayer the mercies that have been ours from 
earliest childhood; watchful care and pre- 
tection from harm; safety and shielding 
Jrom accident, Remember the temptations 
rom which we have been kept, and the 
strength given tous in time of testing and 
trial, Call to mind the countless prayers 
of God-fearing parents, 


Wed.—James 2: 1-10. Unjust Discriminations. 

There is always the danger of showing 
goodness and mercy for the sake of being 
kind rather than from a true sense of he!p- 
ing the distressed. © Philanthropy for philan- 
thropy’s sake is not as worthy as love for the 
sufferer’s sake. If we truly love the poof as 
Christ did we shall count it joy to care for 
them with personal attention, : 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for a seuse 
of gratitude, No one ts so despicable as the 
ingwate, the one who receives and never ap- 
preciates., How.many times we are not gen- 
uine and spontaneous in our gratitude, 
Pray for thankful hearts and constant ex- 
pressions of gratitude, Thank God for rai- 
ment, shelter, food, ana’ friends, for each 
and every gift, no matter how comntonplace. 


Thurs.—Psalm 49 : 6-20, Folly of Trusting Riches. 

Of all superficial fancies that is superla- 
tive which places hope in riches rather than 
character. God cares little for the word 
**has,’? but much for the word ‘‘is.’’ Not 
** What has he?’’ but ** What is he?’’ is the 
divine question, Why, do we hesitate to 
present the truths of salvation to those who 
have means? The poor are more liable to 
find him, for they know their need. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Zake the words 
of men of prayer and repeat them tn your 
morning prayer. “Judge me, QO. Gad, and 
plead my cause... . Oh deliver me from the 
deceitful and unjust man. For thou art 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the God of my strength.”’ ‘**Oh send out 
thy light and thy truth; let them lead me.’ 
** Search me, O God, and know my heart.”’ 


Fri.—Mark 9: 43-50. Solemn Warnings. 

Some have taken these warnings literally, 
and have thought Christ meant us to injure 
and matilate our bodies, He meant rather 
that if one of our-members cannot be con- 
trelled for normal use, we are to escape from 
temptation by refraining from ever allowing it 
liberty or choice. We are to control it ab- 
solutely and entirely. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask the Master to 
help us learn to love and value his Word ; 
that the Bible may mean more to us, and 
that we may depend upon it and constantly 
use it. Ask that we may faithfully and reg- 
ularly read and commit it to memory, Ask 
that we may learn to follow its precepts 
naturally, 


Sat.— Psalm 34: 1-10, God's Providential Care. 

The seventh verse is a gem in Scripture, 
and may be of lasting and constant comfort. 
**The angel of Jehovah encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them.’’ No wonder David could begin this 
Psalm by saying, ‘‘I will bless Jehovah at 
all times,’’ when he believed God’s care so 
fully. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Ask that the Father 
in heaven may make our decisions for us and 
our loved ones; that we may never let the in- 
clinations or desires of those with whom we 
assoviate keep us from the high and holy 
ideals and purposes of God. Pray that we 
may all be responsive to God’s will for us 
every day. 

Sun.—Psalm 34 : 11-22. ° 
The Righteous and the Wicked. 

What a difference! ‘*The face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off 
the remembrance of them from the earth.’’ 
What must eternity mean when death means 
facing an angry and disapproving God? Evil 
and desolation are in store for evil-doers. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Thank God for 
the blessing of rest and sleep; that each new 
day means a new beginning, a new, fresh 
page in life’s diary, Thank him for com- 
Sortable homes, fordarmth, and health, and 
happiness. Thank him for work and duties, 
aud a bright prospect before us. 





THE BIBLE STUDENTS CLASS 
Conducted by the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 





Callous Indifference and Its End 
OWHERE is it more essential to dis- 
N cover and note the main teaching of 
Christ than in this passage, Luke 16: 
14-31, lest we should be diverted by details 
which have no real bearing on the leading 
subject. It is unfortunate that the parable 
of the rich man and Lazarus has been so 
often used in connection with questions of 
the future life, which, however important, 
are really not involved in the teaching of 
Christ. The parable is the fifth of five con- 
nected with chapter 15 :1,2. Threeof these 
are parables of grace, vindicating Christ’s re- 
ception of the outcasts, and then follow these 
two parables warning against the Pharisaic 
spirit that murmured at Christ. This must 
be kept clearly in view, and, as far as possi- 
ble, we must avoid giving undue attention 
to questions of the future life which appar- 
ently were no part of our Lord’s spiritual 
lesson, 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—Read verses 14,15. The Phari- 
sees, hearing Christ’s words to the discir!es, 
began to scoff, thinking that there was an 
application to them. Covetous themselves, 
they did not see any advantage in trying to 
help others, and their mockery was the only 
way they had of justifying themselves. Their 
only excuse was a laugh, though it-was a 
clear indication something was wrong. On 
seeing this, Jesus Christ pressed the attack 
in verse 1§. They had caught his suggestion 
about beneficence, and their mockery was as 
much as to say that it was easy to speak of 
money with disdain when you happen to be 
poor yourself, But God’s judgment is not 
regulated by human standards. Avarice, or 
anything else, makes men odious to him, 





God knows the soul as it really is. Christ 
knew the feelings they were trying to hide. 

Tuesday.—Read verses 16-18, These 
verses are not strictly part of the lesson, but 
should be considered in the general subject. 
It isa little difficult to see the line of thought, 
but perhaps it is something like the follow- 
ing: A newera, Christ says, is dawning, and 
with it the usurped dominion of the Pharisees 
will end, and after the religious aristocracy 
a new dispensation will succeed, open to all. 
This new order will involve spiritual up- 
heaval, and the Pharisees will probably find 
it difficult to adjust themselves to the new 
conditions, for they, like the elder brother, 
may find themselves outside, But, although 
the good news is made known unto all, still 
(v. 17) the great moral laws of the past will not 
be relaxed, but rather intensified. Godet ap- 
plies the permanence of the law to the Phari- 
sees, as that which shall remain after they 
themselves have fallen. ‘Their system of 
formalism was lax on points like marriage. 
** Avarice evidently led to luxury and licen- 
tiousness.”’ In this respect they had allowed 
God’s law to become a dead letter, One 
sin frequently leads to another, and yet God’s 
unchanging rightéousness would not permit 
one tittle of the law to be changed. 


IVednesday.—Read verses 19-22. Now 
comes the parable, illustrating and warning 
against the hard spirit of the Pharisees in re- 
lation to the poor and outcast (15:1, 2). 
These verses show the striking contrast be- 
tween wealth. and poverty, The rich man 
was not inhuman, or a cheat, or a miser, but 








simply indifferent, surrounded by comforts | 


and enjoying them day by day without any 
regard to the need ot others, 
with Lazarus is striking. 
the two. 


and while ambition may be pressed by man | how humiliating and degrading was his con- 


The contrast } 
Only a gate divided | 
The reference to the dogs shows 


ditioa. The man was so utterly helpless and 
solitary that he had not even a friend to 
drive off the dogs who took advantage of his 
impotence, The term, ‘¢ Abraham’s bosom,’’ 
was a Jewish title for heavenly blessedness. 
Then came death, the same event to both, 
No funeral for Lazarus, but perhaps only a 
hastily dug trench, but the reference to his 
being carried by the angels is intended to 
show the contrast between his life on earth 
and afterwards, ‘There is also, it may be, a 
contrast between the reference to mere 
burial in the case of the rich man and the 
service of angels to Lazarus. 


Thursday.—Read verses 23-26. Another 
series of contrasts in the future conditions of 
the men. A change at once sudden, com- 
plete, andstartling. The rich man is spoken 
of as in ‘misery, for in Hades he is already 
suffering retribution, separation, and aggra- 
vation. Lazarus, on the other hand, is en- 
joying blessedness, Abraham’s bosom sug- 
gesting ease, comfort, and _ recognition. 
Then, too, the permanence of the two states 
is significant in ** the great gulf fixed.’’ The 
cry of the rich man is answered by the word 
** Remember,’’ a characteristic term: illus- 
trating chapter 15. But the law of equality 
rules,-and. it was impossible to accede to his 
request. It is particularly striking that the 
rich man should ask for Lazarus, so that ap- 
parently he must have known of the poor 
fellow laid at his gateson earth, Then, too, 
the smallest alleviation would be gratefully 
accepted, another striking contrast to the 
luxury and extravagance of his life on earth, 
Very. beautifully is the rich man described as 
**Son,’’ just as in chapter 15 the Pharisees 
are symbolized by the elder son (v. 31). He 
had received to the full all that belonged to 
him, and he had stored nothing up for the 
future, Every point of the contrast should 
be carefully considered. 


Friday.—Read verses 27-31.. The para- 
ble or incident might have ended here with 
the contrasted pictures, but the Pharisees, 
willing to justify themselves, might have 
said that it was a fancy sketch for the pur- 
pose of warning them, and that if it were 
true Abraham, as their father, would have 
teld them all about it, so Christ proceeds to 
show that there is no excuse, and thereby 
applies the parable practically in a continu- 
ation scene. It is as in the prodigal son, 
the story is continued by a picture of the 
elder son. Here the cause of the mystery 
is unveiled, the alisence of repentance. 
These Pharisees needed to do what the 
prodigal did, ‘‘Came to himself’’ (15 : 17), 
and the steward ‘‘Said within himself’’ 
(16 : 31), the thought leading to the conscious- 
ness of duty and right action, The man ex- 
presses a dread of the penalties for his 
brothers ; his own experience leads to ap- 
prehension and to prayer, and so he asks 
that Lazarus should be sent. ‘This was per- 
haps a hint that the Pharisees df chapter 15 
should show signs of a change of mind. But 
.he man was really demanding fresh miracles 
when they already had the Old Testament. 
So our Lord shows clearly that the present 
opportunities were ample, and nothing else 
was likely to alter the selfishness of the 
Pharisees if these were not heeded. Thus, 
again Christ rebukes the demand for a sign 
since it was not likely to produce spiritual 
conviction. 


Saturday.—Read again verse 31. Our 
Lord desired to persuade, not to compel but 
to impel, by giving reasons, by making im- 
pressions, and by eliciting decisions. To 
this end adequate provision had been made 
in the revelation of God through Moses and 
the prophets, and a faithful use of what they 
possessed would have been ample for the 
purpose. Instead of this the people are de- 
picted as neglecting what they possessed 
while craving what they had not got. Ithas 
been well said that Saul did not repent when 
he saw Samuel at Endor, nor the Pharisees 
when they saw the other Lazarus come forth 
from the tomb. On the contrary, they tried 
to put Lazarus to death, and later on to ex- 
plain away the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
(Plummer). The great requirement is obe- 
dience to known truth, for no mere super- 
natural marvel will ever compel conviction. 


Sunday.—Read through the whole passage 
and then look carefully at two main thoughts: 
1. A series of contrasts. The difference 
between life in the sight of men and in the 
sight of God (vs, 19-21) ; the difference he- 
tween ordinary burial and heavenly attention 
(v. 22); the difference between abundance 
of wealth and lack of grace (v. 24); the dif- 
ference between neglected opportunities and 
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subsequent recollection of folly (v. 25); the 
fundamental difference between saints and 
sinners hereafter, even though together in 
the present life (v. 26); the absolute impos- 
sibility of making up for neglected oppor- 
tunities (vs. 29-31). 2. The absolute neces- 
sity of character. The reversal of conditions 
is based on character not on circumstances. 
Character is being formed now, and the 
process is continually going on and tending 
towards permanence, It rests on true 
spiritual relations with God, and wherever 
there is a self-centered, self-contained, iso- 
lated life it is a sure mark of practical athe- 
ism. God has provided everything required 
for life here and hereafter. Not more light, 
but more faithfulness is required. It is not 
that the truth is deficient, but the heart is 
opposed to it. Thus, our Lord drove home 
the lesson which covers the whole of these 
chapters, A right use of life will lead to 
blessedness, and a wrong use will lead to 
misery, 


Questions for Further Study 


1, The problem of- wealth and poverty 
comes up again, and nothing better has ap- 
peared than Dr, Clow’s new book, ‘* Christ 
in the Social Order ’’ (Doran, $1.25). Our 
Lord never denounced riches as such, and 
yet while recognizing the lawfulness of pos- 
session, he taught the duty of stewardship. 
Nor did he ever hint at the saintliness of 
poverty, for there is a deceitfulness of poverty 
as well as a ‘‘deceitfuiness of riches.’’ A 
man will not be saved simply because he is 
poor, or lost simply because he is rich. 
Character, whether in the rich or the poor, 
constitutes real life. 

2. Another illustration is shown in the 
fact, necessity, and importance of repent- 
ance. This again shows the link of connec- 
tion with chapter 15, where repentance is 
found in all three parables. Repentance is 
a change of mind-which issues at once in a 
change of life. ° 

3. Although the future life is not the sub- 
ject of this parable, it is perhaps worth while 
looking at the New Testament usage of the 
word ** Hades,’’ which seems to be a gen- 
eral term for the invisible or unseen world. 
It must be. carefully distinguished from 
**Gehenna”’ (12:5), which is specifically a 
place of punishment. 

WYCLIFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 


— 


The Place of the Dead 
(Continued from page 278) 


them,and took them out of the realm of men’s 
speculations, When he says Lazarus was ‘‘car 
ried by the angels ’’ there is no reason for 
thinking that he did not mean this literally, 
There is no need for believing that the refer- 
ence to ** Abraham’s bosom ’’ was literal in 
the same sense as the reference to the beloved 
disciple’s reclining upon the Master’s bosom, 
although some have interpreted itso. We 
have no difficulty in catching the evident 
meaning when John tells us that the only 
begotten Son is ‘*in the bosom of the 
Father.’’ So Abraham, father of the faith- 
ful, the heir of the promises, looking for the 
eternal city, may well be the guardian of 
those who waited with him in the place of 
the blessed dead for the victory of the cruci- 
fied Christ. 

The rich man was buried and found him- 
self ‘*in Hades,’’ and there he was ‘‘ in tor- 
ments,’’ It is not to be thought that Jesus 
meant anything less than ‘‘in torments,’’ 
even though the pain was not one that a drop 
of water could relieve. And whether or not 
the conversation between the rich man and 
Abraham be a literal picture, it is not unrea- 
sonable to believe that the place of the 
blessed dead, as well as that of the unbe- 
lieving dead, was in ‘‘ Hades’? or ‘*Sheol,’’ 
and that a *‘great gulf’’ was fixed between 
them. Some earnest and careful students of 
the Scripture believe that this place of the 
dead is a real *‘ place’’ in the heart of the 
earth, and that a literal gulf was fixed be- 
tween the abode of the righteous and the 
lost. If this interpretation appear fanciful; 
it needs to be remembered that there is no 
evidence in God’s Word to prove that it is 
fanciful, while a number of passages in both 
Old and New Testaments appear definitely 
to suggest the truth of it (Matt. 12 : 40; Acts 
2:27; Eph. 4:9). We know that to-day 
the souls of believers go, not to Hades, but 
to be with Jesus. And there is, a remark. 
able hint in Ephesians 4 : 8 that when the 
risen Lord ascended, he also descended into 
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Hades and led the souls of believers who 
were there into the third heaven with him- 


if, 

But if Jesus is giving an accurate picture 
of the condition of the dead, perhaps the 
greatest difficulty is in understanding the rich 
man’s apparent loving solicitude for his 
brothers. Trench, in ‘‘ Notes on the Para- 
bles,’’ gives clear light when he calls atten- 
tion to the real heart-thought of the rich 
man. Unbelieving still, he was seeking to 
justify himself and to blame God for not 
warning 4im when he was on earth, What 
tremendous significance does Abraham’s re- 
ply take on when we see that it answers 
such a charge! And if it seem strange that, 
in justifying self, the rich man shows kind- 
ness to his brothers, may we not remember 
that just this thing is the mystery that sur- 
rounds us to-day? A man of *‘ exemplary 
charactér,’? who is loving and kind to his 
family and his friends, yet rejects Jesus Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. en God uncovers 
the secrets of men, it may be found that the 
essence of this man’s very kindness and love 
was self, sin, Satan. And the Word will stand 
that the human heart—even in its human 
kindness—‘* is deceitful above all things and 


. desperately wicked.’’ 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, May 17, 1914 


What Is a Christian Life ? (Jas. 1: 19-27.) 
Union Meeting With the Juniors 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MON.—A pure life (1 John 3 : 1-6). 
TUES.—A life of service (Matt. 20 : 25-34). 
WED.—A life of sympathy (Acts 4 : 32-37). 

‘ THURS.—A truthful life (Mal. 2 : 5-7). 

FR1.—A Christ-like life (Phil. 2 :. 1-12). 

Sat.—A life that inspires (2‘lim. 3 : 10-17). 











Owhat' acts: of ours ‘prove that! we follow 
Jesus? : 


Why is the Christian life the best life ? 
How can we become more like Christ ? 


HE Christian life must be a fruitful life, 
giving evidence in its outward results 
. and influences of the inward faith and 
conviction. Our Lord was very clear and 
direct in his insistence upon this. ‘+ Every 
branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away, and every branch that beareth fruit he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more 
fruit.’? And read his parable in Luke 13: 
6-9. James sets forth the same unyielding 
principles in his epistle, An inward faith is 
to his view unreal unless it yields outward 
fruitage. ‘* As the body without the spirit 
is dead, so faith without works is dead also.’’ 
Our mode of speaking is just the opposite. 
We think of works as the body, and of faith 
as the impelling spirit. James speaks of 
faith as the body and of works as the vital 
spirit. Perhaps, however, this is to misinter- 
pret him, for he did not mean to liken works 
to the spirit and faith to the body. He meant 
only to make plain that works are absolutely 
indispensable, just as truly as that the spirit 
is indispensable to the body. He is using, 
not a metaphor, but an illustration. 


% 


But *¢ fruits’? and ‘* works ’’ are not to be 
too narrowly interpreted, Not every tree is 
meant to be a fruit tree. Some are for 
shade, some for fragrance, some for the use- 
ful purposes of the household. Works are not 
merely industrial and physical accomplish- 
ments. Augustine and Assisi and Raphael 
and Luther and Tennyson and Lord Kelvin 
wrought works. Friendship and service and 
pure —— and true melody and all that 
really enriches and sweetens life is fruitage 
and works. The sufferer who can do noth- 
ing but suffer patientiy, the life which, inca- 
pable in ten directions, is yet faithful in its 
achieving in the one humble direction open 
to it, is meeting the requirement of the 
gospel and bearing fruit, each after its kind 
and in its season. 

% 


Purity and integrity are an achievement 
anda service. James would have recognized 
these as a ** work.’’ Indeed, unspottedness 
was one of his requirements in religion. To 
conquer inward sin, to make the will hard 





against all evil and the heart deaf to tempta- 
tion is a hard, great work, requiring all the 
help of God and all the effort of the soul. 
And a work like this is an immense contri- 
bution. Every one who in any measure 
whatever achieves it shows that the Spirit of 
God has been busy within him, afd he 
makes a great contribution also to every 
other spirit. We do not live or die, accom- 
plish or fail, to ourselves. 


** Others shall 
Take patience, labor to their heart and hand 
From thy heart and thy hand and thy good 
cheer.”’ 
. 4 


The supreme test of the Christian life is 
love. Read 1 John 4: 8, 12, 16, 20. Some 
feel the judging severity of these words. But 
on the other hand, how beautifully simple 
and possible they make the deepest and 
highest Christian life for all of us, That 
life does not call for something which 
only the few can give. It asks simply 
for loving hearts. All of us can love, We 
can rejoice in the prosperity of those who 
succeed. We can sympathize with and help 
those who have been less fortunate than our- 
selves. We can be glad in all the gladness 
and innocence of life. We can enjoy and 
share all that is wholesome aud fair in the 
world. - We can do our work patiently and 
considerately. We can prefer what is ex- 
cellent. We can help to ignore and starve 
what is impure and unworthy. We can be 
men and women of loving hearts. ‘This is 
knowing God. And knowing God as he is 
revealed in Christ, who is the love of God, 
this is Christianity. 

% 

No lie is of God. God is all truth. There 
can be no place in a Christian life, accord- 
ingly, for any lie. 

This is a principle which has no holes in 
it.. No lie means no lie. 

God is light. In him there is no darkness 
at all, Christians are children of Light. 
Paul calls them ‘‘ Sons of the Day.’’ 

Christ is the Christian life. 
ask us merely to imitate him. 


He does not 
He asks us 


| to let him come and live-within us that he 


may be himself within us. 

The Christian life is not the divine fruitage 
tied toa human tree. It is the divine life 
within the tree, bearing new fruitage upon it. 

‘* He was a light that burneth and shineth,’’ 
Who was? Are we? 





| Children at Home 





Cresty Kingfisher’s First Fish 
,»By Lyle Ward Sanderson 


NE morning, very early, when_ the 
creek was shining and sparkling in 
the sun, two young fishermen might 

have been seen flying swiftly toward its 
banks. 

Cresty Kingfisher was the first to reach 
the dead limb of the birch that overhung the 
water. He was annoyed when his com- 
panion lighted just above him, ‘‘I have 
decided to fish here,’’ he said. 

**Ho!’’ laughed Chunky Kingfisher ; 
**I found this place yesterday. Have you 
fished here before ?’’ 

Young Cresty hesitated. How he hated 
to own that this was the very first time he 
had ever gone fishing by himself. 

For many days—but that was when he was 
a little fellow—he had lived in a cave which 
his parents had dug in the bank of the creek. 
His parents had worked hard to supply him 
and his brothers with plenty of the food they 
liked best—fresh tish. 

Then, when he was larger, Cresty had 
gone with his father, and watched him at his 
angling, till the little bird was sure he knew 
all there was to know about catching fish. 

That very morning he had teased so hard 
to go by himself that at last it was decided 
that he might make a try. 

‘* He has his oil waterproof on,’’ said his 
mother, ‘‘ and he can’t get wet.” 

The oily waterproof, which Cresty always 
wore spread over his feathers, did not hide 
his beautiful gray-blue coat or his light vest. 
About dis neck was a broad band, now of 
reddish tinge, that: would turn to blue as he 
grew older. His wings and ‘tail were short. 
Liké all the’ Kingfisher family, he wore on 
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his head a large crest. And he really was a 
wise little bird for one so young. 

Now, instead of owning that this was his 
first day of fishing, he turned to his com- 
panion :~* Did you have good4uck yester- 
day?’ he inquired. 

**Good luck! Well, if you could have 
seen the big fish I got!’’ cried Chunky 

udly. ‘* Maybe his mate will come by 

ere and you can get him. I'll go on up 

creek and you can try.’’ And Chunky 
good-naturedly flew along. For it was a 
law of the Kingfisher tribe that every bird 
should fish by himself. 

Little Cresty perched far out on the dead 
limb of the birch and peered down into the 
stream below. How the water gleamed and 
sparkled ! 

** Suppose the mate to Chunky’s big fish 
is right there under that rock! Is that he 
coming ?’’ Cresty drew himself together, 
**Oh, pshaw! ’twas nothing but a baby fish, 
Let it go! No,’ Cresty decided, ‘* 1’m not 
going to dive for that little thing. I’m after 
big fish.”’ 

here! There was a gleaming fin coming, 
oh, so swiftly! Cresty shot from the limb, 
head first. A splash! Adive! ‘* Plunk,”’ 
said the creek as he struck it. But he struck 
it a second too late. The owner of the shin- 
ing fin was gone. 

Quite disappointed, Cresty returned to his 
perch, A funny little figure he made with 
his big crested head and his short, thick 
body. His oil waterproof coat shed every 
drop of water. Again he set himself to 
watch earnestly. How he wished that the 
mate of that big fish might be his! Far up 
the stream he heard Chunky diving again 
and again. But every time he tried it him- 
self the silver fish slipped away. 

For a long time Cresty sat on the limb, 
watching, learning to be patient, waiting, 

Then again, a gleam of light in the stream ! 
Cresty made ready. ‘* Ah, here he comes! 
A big one!’’ With a ‘“plunk’’ Cresty 
hurled himself into the water. His bill 
closed over his prize. 

‘I’ve gothim! I’ve gothim! I’ve got 
him !’’ With a cry of triumph, Cresty rose 
from the water, flew back to his perch, and 
at once swallowed the fish, Then he started 
for home. How he raced along ! 

‘*Did you catch anything, dear?”’ asked 
his mother, 

** Catch anything !’’ cried Cresty. ‘*Oh, 
mother, you ought to have seen it! You 
know that old monster that hides under the 
white rock, Well, the one I got was just 
about twice as big.”” 

** Why, how splendid! What a breakfast 
he must have made you!’’ cried Mrs. King- 
fisher proudly. ‘I must go and tell your 
father.”’ 

Cresty hastened away to find Chunky and 
tell him of his adventure. Then he told each 
of his brothers and sisters. And every time 
he told the story the fish he had caught grew 
a little larger. But as the day passed Cresty 
ceased to brag and became very quiet. 

His mother, who was busy bringing dinner 
to the other children, looked at him anx- 
iously. Yes, as time went on, Cresty felt 
very badly indeed. His mother wondered 
if his big breakfast had disagreed with him. 
But that was not the trouble with the little 
Kingfisher, 

He kept looking at the nice, plump fish 
his brothers were enjoying. Oh, how good 
they looked tohim! But he did not dare 
say a word, 

‘¢ There, Cresty,’’ said his mother at last, 
‘*you might have this little perch, but of 
course you don’t want it after all you’ve 
eaten.’’ 

‘*Oh, mother,’’ cried Cresty, unable to 
stand it any longer, ‘‘I do wantit, Yes, I 
do!”’ 

‘* What! want more dinner after eating the 
biggest fish in the creek !”’ 

** Well, perhaps, he wasn’t the very big- 
gest,’’ owned Cresty. 

‘* But a great big one, at any rate,’’ said 
his mother. : 

‘¢ Maybe not a very big one,’’ said little 
Cresty, hanging his head. ‘I swallowed 
him so quick, I guess, maybe, he might 
have been a little one, for I’m dreadfully 
hungry now.’’ 

Hiow Mrs. Kingfisher laughed. ‘*Oh, 
Cresty, that fish must have grown some after 
you swallowed it. You shall have this perch, 
dear, and I’ll get you another. I’ve seen 
other fishermen who would go hungry if all 
they ate was what they caught themselves, 
But you’d never think it to hear them talk,’’ 
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BIBLES FOR 
CHILDREN’S DAY 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BIBLES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE ARE THE 


Oxford — 
_ Pictorial 
Palestine 
Bibles 


With 
ILLUSTRATIONS IN BLACK 
AND NATURAL COLORS. 
No fanciful pictures, but only 
those that are true to life. 


HELPS FOR CHILDREN 


These pictures instruct as well 
as interest 


Priced from 50 cents upward 
Send for new booklet about these Bibles 

















“OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, AMERICAN BRANCH 
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FOR ONLY C 
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the Christian Workers M 


Published by ‘he Moody Bible Institute of Chicago. 
Dr. James M. Gray, D.D., Editor. Bible study ; 
Sunday-school lessons; ra grey and Answers; 
World-wide missions, Regular $1.00a year. Offer good 
in the U.S. but outside Chicago. and expires June 30. 


The Christian Workers Magazine, 150 Institate P1.,Chicago 


$2.00 a Day Absolutely Sure 


Man or woman, to take orders. 60 days’ work. Op- 
yortunity for promotion. Experience unnecessary. 
pare time may be used. Ziegler Co., Philadelphia. 


F LAG DAY JUNE 14th 


and we offer two very appropriate services in *“* THE 
ARMY VICTORIOUS " (a new martial service) and 
= F *»” (a spectacular, educa- 


‘B ING OF THE SHIP 
tional ** OBJECT LESSON ”’ service). These and two 


other new Serv- , 

cca CHILDREN'S. DAY 
tractive for 

which is celebrated on THE SAME DAY. 
Free Samples mailed to any Pastor, S. S. Supt. 


or chairman of music committee 
who will mention this paper and state denomination. 


Tullar-Meredith C0. iw. Weshingion’ Sc. Chicago 











FRI ‘Ef CHILDREN’S ¢ FI vie FS 
FREE * ait mt... -RVICES 


or Pastors. 


*Gardens of Blessing 


| *Children’s Day Classics No. 2 Bs. LM 
In Floral Ways regular 
Love’s Banner stock. 


*Orchestration. ANTHEMS 
Samples Free to Organists or Leaders. 
Hall Ma K C0 } 1018-20 Arch Street, Philadelphia 
~MaCk UO. § 425 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago ( Agency) 


CHILDREN’S DAY 
SERVICES FREE 
*’Neath Summer Skies | Samples free to Supts. or 
The Song of Praise { Mi"iverea, nt (oc fon 5 


t. Reg. stock, 
Adam Geibel Music C0. } Catcagothgency),428 S. Wabash 


HYMNS OF WORSHIP. — 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Rich in hymns of praise, of the spiritual awaken- 
ing and developing life, and of service to others, 
386 PAGES OF PRACTICAL SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL MATERIAL 
Quantity price, 30cents. Send for a sample copy. 
The Century Co,, Union Sq., New York City 


-~~~~~Preparation for 
Social and Religious Service 


The Schauffler Missionary Training School 
prepares young women of American and foreign 
parentage for social and religious service amon: 
their own people ; also for church visitors, pastors 
secretaries, and the various forms of institutional 
church work. Correspond with the Principal, 
Mrs.Mary W.Mills,5111 Fowler Ave.S.E.,Cleveland,0. 
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All Aboard for Chicago! 


Why not plan to attend tke Fourteenth International Sunday 
School Convention in Chicago from June 23-30? 


You need not let the expense of the trip keep you from 
embracing this remarkable opportunity. 


The Sunday School Times has a plan by which you may 


go to this Convention without money cost to yourself. 


A request on a postal card for information will show you 
Will you send the card to-day? 


; q The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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? separate addresses or in a pack- 
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One free copy addi- 

tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 
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For Those Doing Graded Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


PEN NSYLVANIA.—We are planning a Cradle 

Roll Social, and will be glad to have sugges- 

tions as to some songs suitable for that occa- 

sion.—W. L, 

HE following list of songs was used very 
effectively at a Cradle Roil social for 
the city of Brooklyn, N.Y. The occa- 

sion was the bringing together at a central 
int of all the superintendents of the Cradle 
olls of the schools of that city. A large 
number gathered, and in addition to the 
songs, the story of ‘* Baby Ben ”’ (see p. 279) 
was told. Each of the schools represented 
gave a report for the year, stating the length 
of time the Cradle Roll had been established 
in their school, the number of members en- 
rolled last year, the increase this year, and 
adding some interesting fact concerning the 
growth of their Cradle Roll, or the method 
by which these members had been secured. 

This type of Cradle Roll social was unique, 

but the songs would be just as interesting 

for a local Cradle Koll social as they were 
under these circumstances, 


Slumber Song, Hans Hermann, Op. 53. 
‘Three Green Bonnets, D' Hurdelot. 
Shepherd's Cradle Song, A. Someroel, 
A Child's Prayer, J. Harold. 

His Lullaby, C. Jacobs-Bond. 
Mammy’s Song, H. Ware. 

Mammy’'s Lullaby, Homer. 

Norman Cradle Song, DeKoven, 
Dutch Lullaby, DeKoven, 

Violets, H. Woodman, 





NEW HAMPSHIRE.—We want to use in our 
primary teachers’-meeting some simple books 
which will give us information about the coun- 
tries which are mentioned in the second-year 
group of lessons, “Little Children of Other 

.”* We do not want text-books, but 
something concrete.—J. L. C. 
HERE are a number of books which 
would be helpful to you, and if you 
. will consult the library on these sub- 
jects I think you can secure the technical 
type of books which might be of service to 
the leader of your teachers’-meeting. But 
for reading you may be interested in the fol- 
lowing books, which can be secured from 
missicn boards, and being of the story char- 
acter, they will give your teachers the atmos- 
phere of the life in these lands. While you 
would not wish to retell these stories, your 
teachers will unconsciously gather facts which 
will be of service to them in the work of the 
summer. 

From the Women’s Foreign Missionary 
Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
150 Fifth Avenue, New York City, you can 
secure three books, 15 cents each, called 
*¢ Twelve Around the World Stories,’’ ‘* Boys 
and Girls of Sunrise Land,’’ and ‘¢ Sunshine 
Stories from Many Lands.’? From the Wo- 
man’s Board of Home Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, 156 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City, three books, ‘* Children of the 
Far North’? (10 cents, paper), ‘Indian 
Child Life ’? (10 cents, paper), ‘* Alaska for 
Juniors ’’ (25 cents, paper). he last-named 
book appeals to an older grade, and while 
the programs and map exercises will not be 
suitable for primary children, it will never- 
theless be helpful to your teachers. The 
Missionary Education Movement, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, has a series of 
missionary object lessons for children which 
includes one box on the American Indian, 
One on Japan, and one on Africa. The price 
of each is $1.50. These object - lessons 
would be of interest to your teachers, even 
though they are intended to be used with 
children. 

If your teachers are planning to have any 
hand-work done in connection with a mis- 
sionary social, you will find the book, ** iome 
Mission Handicraft,’? by Lina and Adelia 
B. Beard, exceedingly helpful -(Woman’s 
Board of Home Missions of the Presbyterian 
Church, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 
50 cents). It contains ideas for work for 
mission bands and junior societies, but will 


able to put these same ideas into practise for 
other countries when needed. 

In training our teachers, we must not for- 
get that it is not enough merely to give them 
information about a subject. They cannot 
be truly helpful to their pupils, nor guide 
them aright in their work, unless they are 
skilled in doing the thing which they expect 
the child to do. Many of our teachers’- 
meetings would be far more interesting and 
helpful if the hand-work and work of this 
constructive character were carried out com- 
pletely by the teachers in such a session, for 
then the teachers would not only be hetter 
informed as to what was expected, but would 
be better judges of the amount and kind of 
work it was practicable to give children to do, 


. 
Teacher-Training Questions 


Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association. 


My class of ten girls has greatly enjoyed the 
teacher-training course, The diplomas were 
conferred last Wednesday evening with pleas- 
ant exercises. The girls are now asking what 
more they can do. ‘hey would like to con- 
tinue the studies. Would you advise that we 
take up the advanced work, or should I urge 
them to offer themselves as teachers? 

T MUST be most encouraying to you to 
find the girls so eager to make their 
work more complete. One of the pur- 

poses of the course they have taken is to 
create am appetite for more, and to give them 
the necessary preparation for the more diffi- 
cult study. 

The First Standard teacher-training course 
should not be regarded as a finality. It is 
designed to give the elements of teacher- 
training in a series of ‘lessons that can be 
covered in from one to two years, The books 
are made simple and attractive, so that the 
approach to the fuller study may not be diffi- 
cult. Advanced work should be built on the 
first course, In one state the first diploma 
has marked upon it six seal spaces, to indi- 
cate to the student that his work is not done. 
It is expected that in time all the seal spaces 
will be covered with appropriate seals for 
the different subjects of the Advanced Course. 

If at all possible, hold the class to the work 
until the Advanced diploma has been re- 
ceived, and perhaps they will want to con- 
tinue until the specialization courses are 
completed. 





Can you recommend a teacher-training 
course that will be worth while, and yet not 
difficult? The class will bein the Baptist 
school. How shall we proceed to take the 
official examination? Will you name some 
books that will be helpful for reading in con- 
nection with the course. 

HE American Baptist Publication Soci- 
ety has recently issued the first of a 
two-volume teacher-training course 

that is both simple and comprehensive, and 
Iam glad to recommend it. It is entitled 
‘¢Teacher-Training Essentials,’? and the 
author is Professor H. E. Tralle (25 cents a 
volume). 

There are a number of other good teacher- 
training text-books which have been ap- 
proved by the International Sunday-School 
Association for use in the First Standard 
Course. Any of these books will provide an 
excellent elementary training, and will af- 
ford a fine preparation for advanced studies. 
The following is a list of most of these ap- 
proved books : 

Baptist Teacher-Training Manual, by H.T. 
Musselman (American Baptist Publication 
Society, paper, 30 cents; board, 50 cents). 

First Standard Manual of Teacher-training, 
by Wade C. Barclay (Methodist Book Con- 
cern, 50 cents), 

Hand-book for Sunday-school Workers, by 
W. B. Olmstead (W. B. Rose, 14 North May 
Street, Chicago, 50 cents). 

Preparation for Teaching, by Charles A. 
Oliver (Presbyterian Board of. Publication, 





be equally helpful for use in connection with 
the Sunday-school. The only country men- 
tioned in this book whiclrrelates itself to these 


Encampment,”’ but all the suggestions would 
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paper. 25 cents; cloth, 40 cents). 
Legion of Honor Teacher-training Les- 
sons, by H. M. Hamill (Publishing House, 


lessons is that of ‘‘ Suggestions for an Indian M. E. Church, South, 25 cents). 


Teacher Training-Lessons for the. Sunday- 


be very helpful to teachers‘ who would be}-school, by Jesse Lyman Hurlbut (Methodist 
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for the Sunday- School Worker 








Book Concern, paper, 30 cents; cloth, 50 
cents), 

Training the Teacher, by A. F. Schauffler 
and others (The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, paper, 35 cents; cloth, 50 cents). 

Training for Service, by H. H. Moninger 
(Standard Publishing Company, paper, 30 
cents; cloth, 50 —- 

Teacher-training Hand-book, by R. P. 
Shepherd and Marion Stevenson (Christian 
Publishing Company, 2712 Pine Street, St. 
Louis, Mo., paper, 25 cents). 

Westminster Teacher-training Course, by 
A. L. Phillips (Presbyterian Committee of 
Pvblication, Richmond, Va., paper, 25 cents). 

The examination questions may be secured 
from your own denominational Board for 
Sunday-school work, or from your State Sun- 
day-School Association. These two agen- 
cies are working in fullest harmony, and an 
examination taken from one of the headquar- 
ters will be recognized and credited in the 
other. 

Most of the. standard text-books have in 
them references to other books that will be 
most helpful to students of that course. 

Before starting the work of the class, it 
would be well for you to get some printed 
matter in regard to the organization and 
conduct of teacher-training classes from the 
headquarters of your State Sunday-School 
Association, Leaflets of this sort will be sent 
to you without charge. 


~ 
Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Charles E. Schenck 


Secretary of the Home-Visitation Committee 
of the illinois Sunday School Association 


We have a Home Department which is ac- 
complishing much, yet the school knows little 
about it. What can be done to bring the de- 
partment prominently before the school ? 

EE that the Home Department is fre- 
quently mentioned in the school prayer, 
and that quarterly reports are made 

regularly by the superintendent of the de- 
partment. Brief mention of specially inter- 
esting incidents should be made from the 
platform. Hang a Home Department Roll, 
containing the names of members, in the 
main room. . (The roll should be revised 
quarterly.) Don’t permit this increasingly 
important department of modern Sunday- 
school work to go unrecognized, 


We have for several years had a small Home 
Department. We should have a larger mem- 
bership. How shall we proceed ? 

AKE a compiete list ef your church- 
members. Check off those who are 
already connected with the Sunday- 

school, Explain to each one of the others 
that an earnest effort is being made to enroll 
every member of the church in some de- 
partment of the Sunday-school, and that all 
who do not unite with the main school will 
be expected to join the Home Department, 
Church-members will hardly refuse, 

Then make a list of parents of members of 
the Sunday-schoo], Go after them, and you 
will be surprised to learn how many will accept 
the invitation. ‘Then see the shut-ins, practi- 
cally none of whom will refuse ; and those 
whose occupation prevents attendance, many 
of these also will accept. 

In doing this work secure as many helpers 
as you need. The plan here outlined works, 
but é¢ will not work itself ! 





Could not the care of Home Department 
members be made part of the work of an organ- 
ized adult class ? 

M°s profitably. This practical new 
idea has already proved a success, 
Caring for Home Department mem- 

bers should be a logical activity of many 

organized classes) A Home Department 
section might well be a feature of classes in 

a school without a regularly organized Home 

Department. Even where there is such a 

department, the organized classes could help 

in jts maintenance, and in some instances 
assume entire responsibility. . In canvassing 
for new members’ the membership committee 
would invite a prospective member to join 
the class, In case of his inability or disin- 
clination to attend the regular class sessions, 
he probably could be secured for the. Home 











ent section. The regular quarterly 
visitation would be done by the membership 
committee. A woman’s class would care for 
the women members, and a men’s class for 
the non-attending men. 

It is believed that the wide adopting of 
some such plan would furnish a 0 poy 
which oval’ add greatly to the value of or- 

nized class work, and widely extend the 
influence of the Home Department. 


% 
Adult Class Questions 


Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


I wish to know what advantage itis to a 
identified with the 


men’s Bible class to be 
international —W. W. H. 


I 
T puts the class on record. 
2. It identifies the class as part of the 
great Organized Bible Class Movement. 

3. Only chartered classes are counted in 
statistics. ; 

4. Enrolment establishes a means of com- 
munication between the class and the State 
Sunday School Association office, and the 
class is thus put in the way of receiving new 
plans of method, organization, and activity, 
counsel, and literature. 

5. The charter gives assurance that the 
class has reached the International Standard 
of Organization, and tells every one who 
sees it that the class stands for something 
definite. 





KANSAS.—A few of the leading laymen of our 
town desire to organize a men’s Bible class. 
We have a laymen’s Christian League already, 
of about a hundred members, from which we 
can get enough men to effect the organization 
atonce. ‘The ‘‘ League,’’ as it now it, is en- 
tirely devoted to evangelistic endeavors, and is 
the outgrowth of Billy Sunday's meetings at 
Wichita. It is made up of men from nine dif- 
ferent denominations. Now, the organized 
Bible study class which we contemplate must 
be interdenominational, and independent of 
any Sunday-school, as every member is already 
a worker in some Sunday-school. I am writing 
you these particulars so that you may be able 
to advise: me just how to proceed. No one 
here has had any experience in this line of 
work. Our town has two thousand inhabitants, 
nine churches, each of which (as you may sur- 
mise) is too poor to pay an able minister. As 
a consequence, the churches are ineffective. If 
you can help me out in the details of organiza- 
tion, and direct as to courses of study, helps, 
etc,, we shall very much appreciate the favor. 
If this work is carried on by the Sunday School 
Association, perhaps the state secretary may be 
able to give us some personal help.—V. B. N 

WOULD recommend that you organize a 

men’s Bible class in each Sunday-school 
,of your city, In this way all of your 
Bible study work will be definitely related to 
the various church enterprises of your city. 
The International Leaflet on Class Organiza- 
tion suggests the methods and plans which 
the International Sunday School Association 
is recommending to the field. If you wish 
additional copies of the same for your use, 
please address the general secretary of your 
State Sunday School Association, (‘he ad- 
dress of the Kansas Sunday School Associa- 
tion is Reflector Building, Abilene.) 

For your interdenominational activities I 
would suggest that you form some kind of 
inter-class organization. ‘The International 
Leaflet on Adult Bible Class Federations 
(which may also be obtained from your State 
Sunday School Association) gives a plan of 
organization, including a suggestive consti- 
tution, and also suggests many kinds of inter- 
church work which such a federation can 
profitably and practically undertake. Among 
the activities suggested by this leaflet are 
conventions, conferences, annual inter- 
church banquets, the conducting of a com- 
munity home visitation campaign, the gath- 
ering of statisiics and using of the same in a 
campaign of publicity, organizing and con- 
ducting industrial or community Bible classes, 
carrying on an occasional evangelistic cam- 
paign, uniting the strength of the classes in 
a campaign for a solution of social, moral, 
and civic problems, This organization, when 
formed, could conduct just the kind of Bible 
study work you propose, and at the same 
time definitely conserve the results to the 
individual churches. 
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Children’s Day 
Supplies 


Children’s Day Invitation Post Card : 


78 &@ 300; 


Po ape $6.00 a 1,000, postpai 
Banner-Shaped Celluloid Bookmark 


These souvenirs may be given to members of the 
school as a constant reminder of the recipient’s du- 
ties to and privi the I. 

each, 40 cents a dozen, or $3.00 a 100, 


"s Day Buitons 
In:colors. No, Aand No. B, Price, 20 cents a dozen, or 
$1.50 a 100, postpaid. : 


<. 
% 
Me SH “ 
KEE “Gieg~| | Send for Supply Catalog giving Complete List of 
\4 ST ws —_ Sy ee 


ol. < May, THE WESTMINSTER PRESS 
Pits aa oe aaa enone A, 
San Francisco ‘Neshvilie, Pittsburgh 


HARTFORD ™ Popstey Mackensie 
" > 
President 
Theological Seminary School of Religious Pedagogy The Koonedy Schock 

Scholarly and practical train- Degree Course for graduates of of Missions 
ing forthe ministry. Faculty colleges and theological semi- A Graduate School for Special 
of thirteen resident professors naries. Diploma Course prepares Preparation. Interdenomination- 
besides special lecturers. Not- lay workers for salaried positions al. For candidates,appointees and 
able library of 95,000 volumes. in all kinds of Christian service, missionaries. Large faculty and 
Liberal scholarships to ‘stu- church, Sunday-school, mission library.Courses in phonetics,cer- 
dents of high rank and'gradu- and settlement work. Corre- tain vernaculars, history and re- 
ate fellowships. n to col- spondence Courses for teacher ligions of mission fields, sociolo- 
lege graduates of all Christian training. Demand for trained gy, Bible, business methods, etc. 
denominations. Address workers greater than su Rt . Address The Secretary, 

Dean M. W. JACOBUS. Address Dean E. H. KI IGHT. E. W. CAPEN. 
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CHALFONTE 
ATLANTIC CITY 


THE LEEDS COMPANY ALUNANS OPEN 


i ft ds ON THE BEACH 














JAPAN HAS INVITED YOU. 
And you will want to go to the next 


World’s | 
Sunday School 
Convention 








IN TOKYO, JAPAN, 1916 


Ask for the Tokyo Expense Plan. It explains 
how to go without money cost to yourself. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 
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~ Bibles for 
Children’s Day 


AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


Edited by the 
American Revision Committee 
because it is the latest and best 
translation, and therefore is the 
one with which the children and 
young people of your church and 
Sunday School should become familiar, 
The simple language of the American 
Standard Version brings the reader more 
closely into contact with the exact thought 
of the sacred writersthanany other version, 


The American Standard Bible 
is used and recommended by the greatest 
Biblical scholars, and is the basis for the 
uniform and graded lessons prepared by 
the International Lesson Committee, 
Made in all styles; prices from 35 cts. up. 

Send for our booklet, ‘* The Wonder- 
ful Story of How the Bible Came Down 
through the Ages,’’ with illuminating 
questions. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for over Sixty Years. 
381A Fourth Ave., New York 














JUST READY [iF eAUVOVER 


THE REAL BILLY SUNDAY 


By Ram’s Horn Brown 
A graphic, intimate story, writ- 
‘ ten from long friendship with 
Mr. Sunday and with his co- 
operation and help. A book of 
vital interest, showing his ear- 
ly struggles, conversion, evan- 
gelistic career, chatacteristic 
sermons, striking, unusual, in- 


















sai .15 pos , 
EMING H. REVELL COMPANY 


‘| brilliance and strength, to the work of help- 


| member - prazet of Fgrcce® ** Lord, take 








FL’ 
New York, 158 5th Ave. Chicago, 125 No. Wabash Ave. 


ON TRIAL! 


We offer any reader of ‘The S. S.'Times one of our *‘Stu- 
dents Mapof Palestine,”’ for Lessons of 1914—on Trial 
for two weeks FREE. Study next two Lessons from 
it. If not ** de-lighted’’ with it, return it to us, and 
you will have seen, handled, used the most interesting 
and helpful map for Home-study and class use ever 
rinted, and at a cost of only 4c.—for return postage. 
fou will most likely not want _to return it—if so, 
keep it—and send us its price—$1.00. 
MEIGS PUBLISHING CO. 
(Name this paper.) Indianapolis, Ind. 











Interest Checks Are Mailed 
To You Every Six Months 


You do not have to send for your 
interest—you never have to wait 
for it—it is mailed so as to reach 
you on the exact day it is due. 

In 19 years this company has 
never been late a single day in the 
mailing of interest checks or in the 
repayment of principal when due. 
We issue 6 per cent certificates 
running for two years and payadle 
on demand at any time thereafter. 
First Mortgages deposited in trust 
insure gable safety. 

Be sure to write for the Bookiet, 


The Calvert Mortgage Company 




















Do you want mvuaey for 
any good cause? Get the 
SAVINGS BANK. 
ank holds 30 dimes, 
or $3.00, and when full is 
opened with a key at head- 
quarters and sent out again. 
These Banks are only r5 cts. 
each; 100 for $10.00; or 1,000 
for $80. Your own printin 
on them free when ordere 
in quantities of 1,000. 

The Glad Tidings Pub. Co. 
Lakeside Bidg., Chicago, Ill. 




















From Dr. J. R. Miller’s. 
Personal Letters 





Selections from some fifty of the st of 
Dr. Miller’s letters on soul are 
being published in the Times during 1914 


15. Helping Others 


OUR work.seems to have been increas- 
ing since I saw you. : I suppose there | 
is some compensation in the « extra 

money it brings in, especially as you told me 
you were living on pretty close margin. with 
your present income, I wish there were 
some way to make your regular income 
larger, so that you would have no such 
anxiety about making ends meet. I trust 
that something better will come by and by— 
that you will be able to live without so much 
care. 


nor’s books—‘‘ Black Rock’’ and ‘ The 
Sky Pilot.’’ Probably you know that Mr. 
Gordon is a Presbyterian clergyman, away 
up in Canada. He is a typical missionary of 
the truest type, giving his life, with all its 


ing the men in the woods and in the mines, 
I suppose you have not seen his last book — 
*“*The Man from Glengafry.’’ It is differ- 
ent in some ways from the others, and some 
think it is not so interesting. It is probably 
a little better from a literary point of view, 
with not quite so much of the pathos of life. 
All the books are good, however. 

You speak about seme people being hard 
to help. I suppose this comes from two 
things—first, because life yields very slowly 
to deep and permanent impressions, espe- 
cially good and uplifting impressions ; sec- 
ondly, because we cannot always tell when 
we are helping people the most and in the 
best way. 

There is no doubt that influences toward 
evil are: much more apt to make instant im- 
pression than influences toward good. There 
certainly is something in oyr nature which 
causes us to gravitate naturally downward, 
toward things that are less beautilul. I re- 


me, for I can ff to thee. And 
when thou hast me, keep me, for I cannot 
keep myself. And save me in spite of 
myself, for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.”’ 
I suppose this prayer voices the experience 
of almost any one whois sincere and thought- 
ful and truly striving toward the best things. 
We all understand this inward - tendency 


ot give 


good. The way toward heaven is always 
upward, and means climbing, You remem- 
ber that a ladder was Jacob’s vision of life. 
What we find to be true in ourselves in our 
efforts to reach better things is also true of 
| others whom we may desire to help. There 
| is something in them, too, as well as in us, 
which resists good impressions, Therefore, 
itis hard for us todo them good in moral 
and spiritual ways. 

On the other hand, we cannot tell really 
when we are doing good, or making im- 
pressions. Ofttimes we think we are not 
affecting the person at all by what we say or 
do, while really we are putting into their 
hearts impulses, inspirations, which will ul- 
timately come to full fruitage in blessing and 
good,- I think that nothing good is ever 
really lost. The good words we speak and 
the good things we do as we go along through 
life may seem to have no effect; but the 
good seed is not lost, even though it does 
not grow in thé hearts in which we seek to 
plant it.. You know what Charles Kingsley 
says about the seéd that falls by the wayside 
and is picked up by the birds,—that though 
the birds get it, yet the birds are fed. ‘I'hat 
if your good efforts do not do just that 
which you hoped they would ‘do, help the 

trson you meant to help, yet the good 
itself is not lost, but touches some other 
person’s life with benediction and beauty. 

The last verse in the fifteenth chapter of 
First Corinthians has always been a wonder- 
ful comfort to me-—-‘‘ Your labor is not vain 
in the Lord.’’ Paul had spoken, through- 
out the chapter, of resurrection and the im- 
mortal life, and this thought in the close of 
the wonderful passage suggests to us that 
everything we do lays hold upon infinity and 
eternity. It will gooa forever, Even if the 
good effort seems to fail to-day and to- 
rmorrow and unto the end of our own life, 











When answering advertisements, 


please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 





still ‘it has eternity to work in, and some 





End of the 


I am glad that you have read Ralph Con- ) 


toward things that are not beautiful and |. 





time, somewhere, in some way, it will be a 
blessing. 

















The Final Date for Subscriptions 
Before the Advance in Price 
Will be May 28th 


“Strike while the iron is hot” 


and ‘‘ Make hay while the sun shines’?—the two “ 
old sayings which preach promptness, take it for granted that every one 
knows how soon iron cools and how soon rain comes. But some people are 
surprised when the spirit of these adages is expressed in the suggestion that 
it would be judicious to purchase the new Encyclopedia Britannica to-day. 


PRICE TO BE. 
$29 TO $50 
MORE , 








Direct Sale 
to the 


: No More .— 

Public Monthly Payments 
Plain rules of business, 29 Volumes. ' 
as inexorable as the laws 44,000,000 Words of text. 
of nature, make it  in- * 41,000 Articles. 
evitable that the terms 30,024 Pages. 
upon which the new En- 14,689 IMlustrations. 
cyclopedia Britannica 450 Full-page Plates in 
will be sold after the a and White and 
next oe weeks shall be 300 Maps, Showing 
such as to yield a profit 125,000 is. 


commensurate with the 
very large investment 
(#1,500,000) which the 
production of. this -new 
summary of all human 
knowledge necessitated. 

It:could fot have been: 
so good. a book as it is if 
it had been: made with 
so small a capital invest- 
ment as‘ to warrant its 
being permanently sold 
on the present terms. 


500,000 Separate Refer- 
ences in the Index. 
1,500 Contributors from 21 

Countries. 

Published by the Cam- 

bridge University = 

England. Copyright ip 
“the: United States. Su- 
perseding “and. replacing 
all other editions and re+ 
prints. No unauthorized 
or, counterfeit . versions 
can be sold. . 





The New Encyclopedia Britannica 
India paper impression :in Suede 
binding on horizontal shelves. 


Subscribe Now and Save Money 
Those who purchase the book later, instead of availing themselves of the 
present opportunity, will pay from $29-to $so0, more than the $500 


present low prices, and will pay that higher price in cash.’ The 

Complete Set will now be forwarded for a first payment of only 
Begin now to profit by the everyday service of this authoritative question- 
answerer and illimitabie store ot good reading. _ In its 44,000,000 words (equal 
to 440 ordinary octavo volumes, yét occupying less than three feet of shelf- 
room) this wonderful library of libraries gives you the essentials ofall the 


knowledge that exists to-day in every field of practical endeavor as well as 
of learning. 


Its 1500 contributors include college presidents, professors, lecturers, 
laboratory workers, and investigators representing’ the staffs of 146 
universities and colleges, also technical experts, engineers — such as 
Howard Carson, builder of the Boston Subway, or Louis Bell of the 
General Electric Company—architects, art workers, army and mavy 
men, lawyers, physicians and surgeons, agriculturists, bankers, and 
financial experts, eic. 

The Britannica trains for power.’ It is an education in itself. 

Knowledge is to-day the key to success. Ownership of the Britannica 
means for yourself and your children admission to the ranks of those that 
know—know accurately and broadly. The reasonable price of the book and 
the convenient plan of paying for it in small monthly payments have placed 
this great efficiency library in the homes of thousands of subscribers with 
incomes of the most modest size. 


May 28th is the Last Day 


The best way to.make sure of getting the Britannica at the lowest prices 
and on easy terms, isto ORDER AT ONCE. 60,000 subscribers have already 
profited by this opportunity, but if err terest ssssess- 
you still need information, 1 Application for the Prospectus 

{ Manager ENCYCLOPAEDIA BRITANNICA 


SEND FOR 4 120 West 32d Street, New York 
THE PROSPECTUS § Send me Uy moi the Prospectus of the trth Edition of 


the Encyclopedia Britannica with particulars of pres- 
ent prices, bindings, deferred payments, bookcases, etc. 

It is interesting in itself, and it will ! 3.5.7.3 

tell you all you need to know to settle 

quickly. for yourself this question of 

buying a book thousands have found 

indispensable before you will have to ee . eis 

pay $29 to $50 more for it and pay i eens or re 

the total higher price in cash. 


* 





Po EA ae ee 2 ee ee oe ae es eo 








